《Commentary on the Epistle to the Colossians》
Introduction to the Epistle
I. Writer

The apostle Paul (Col. 1:1); for the rest part, please refer to “the Introduction to the Galatians; 

II. The Recipients 

To the saints in Colosse (Col. 1:2);

Hundreds of years before the Lord’s coming into the world, the city of Colosse was once a city second to none in Asia Minor in the area of Phrygia (Acts 18:23) of Asia Minor (Modern Turkey). Being located on the bank of the Lycus River, the city served as a big transit route for businessmen from the city of Ephesus on the seashore of the Aegean Sea to the Euphrates. However, it declined gradually later and was found to become an “insignificant town” in the records written by Historians in the first century. Moreover, the cities as Laodicea and Hierapolis close to Colosse (Col. 4:13) then transcended the city of Colosse in status and importance. 

It was believed that the church in Colosse was initially built by Epaphras. Among the two years of Paul’s preachment in Ephesus (Acts 19:10), he gained Epaphras, who became the fellow worker of Paul afterwards (Col. 1:7-8; 4:12; Philem. 23). Possibly, it was Epaphras that brought the gospel to Colosse and build the church in Colosse. When Paul wrote this epistle, he had never visited them (Col. 2:1) and only heard them (Col. 1:4, 9) and yet he was much concerned about their situations. 

Besides, there was another saying ---- since Paul had been to Phrygia (Acts 16:6; 18:23), he might have been to Colosse personally, and therefore he was acquainted with Philemon and his wife and son (Philem. 1-2, 22). After Paul had built the church in Colosse, he committed it to Epaphras and Philemon. Therefore, when Paul wrote this epistle, there arose many new believers whom Paul had never seen. It was inferred that the church in Colosse at that time were gathered in the house of Philemon (Philem. 1-2).

III. The Time and Location the Book was Written
Paul wrote this epistle in the Roman prison (Col. 4:3) during 61AD to 62AD together with other three epistles, namely, the Epistle to the Ephesians, the Epistle to the Philippians, and the Epistle to Philemon. Therefore, the Bible scholars call the above-mentioned four epistles “the Prison Epistles”.  

IV. The Background
Immediately when the church in Colosse was built, some heretics crept into the church and schemed to deceive believers (Col. 2:4). Epaphras brought this problem to Paul in Rome and asked him for solutions. Therefore, Paul wrote this epistle to refute the wrong doctrines of the heresy as well as to lead believers in Colosse into deeper knowledge of Christ. He compared the doctrine of the heresy with “the true knowledge” of Christ so as to make them know how to discern. 

According to this book, heresies that were popular in the region round about Colosse could be mainly divided into three sorts:

1) Ritualism: the Essenes of the Judaism who adheres to formalities rigidly and emphasizes religious traditions and ceremonies, e.g. food, feast (Col. 2:16-17) and circumcision (Col. 2:11; 3:11) and etc. 

2) Asceticism: men should obey the teachings of “not handling, not tasting, or not touching” and treat the body harshly against the indulgence of the flesh (Col. 2:21-23).

3) Intellectualism: possibly the Gnosticism rising in the second century had been early sprout at that time, whose teachings carried the following features:

a) Dualism: God is a Spirit, so He is perfectly good. Man is physical. And material is totally opposite to spirit, so man is thoroughly evil.

b) The view on the universe: in the beginning, there was the only supreme true God. And the divine nature and power of the true God are called “eon”. After numerous generations, the high-ranked eon produced the low-ranked ion, and then the material man was produced. And the sum of all the eons is “fullness”. 

c) The view on the angels: man cannot directly touch God, but can touch God by the “eon” of the lowest rank, namely, angels. Therefore, man can please God by worshipping angels (Col. 2:18).

d) The view on the redemption: all intelligence and knowledge are hidden in its “philosophy” (Col. 2:2-4, 18) and are called “the mystery of wisdom”. The way of salvation lies in the knowledge of its “mystery”. 

e) The way of the preachment: it was not preached to all, but to those who had taken part in them by pithy formulas, which were called “the tradition of men” in Paul’s epistle. Man who wanted to partake in them had to be introduced by someone and then went through a series of miscellaneous procedures. 

f) The view on the works: it was divided into two extremely opposite doctrines ---- one was the above-mentioned “asceticism” and the other held that man’s physical body could never be changed. And materials had nothing to do with spirit. Therefore, man could go after the flesh without controlling his body, for the wickedness of body could not influence the spirit. Paul had not openly mentioned this point, but his exhortation of “putting to death the members which are upon the earth” (Col. 3:5-9) was just related to this point.

V. Special Points 

1) The tone of the whole book is quiet, seasoned with salt (see Col. 4:6), but the words are powerful and meaningful and persuasive.

2) Paul quotes many terms of the heretical teachings, such as “wisdom”, “mystery”, “fullness”, “perfect” and etc. so as to make the readers know the true meaning of these terms.

3) The first chapter, verse fifteen to twenty, is called “the song of Christ”, which shows the supreme position and full deity of Christ and reveals the Godhead and transcendence of the Son briefly. All the words hit the mark of the heretical teachings and are the excellent words in the New Testament testifying the faith.

4) This epistle especially reveals the fullness of Christ. “All the fullness of the Godhead” is manifested in Christ (Col. 2:9). As Christ manifests, so do we who have believed Him. Since Christ manifests Him by death, burial and resurrection, believers shall also manifest Christ by such experience (Col. 3:1-4). It is not only for individual believers, but also for the whole church ---- the fullness of the Godhead in Christ shall be manifested in the whole church (Col. 3:12-17). Besides, the fullness of Christ shall also be manifested in family life and social life (Col. 3:18-4:1, 5-6). 

VI. General Description

“But Christ is all and in all (Col. 3:11)”. This is the central message of the whole book. Christ is the image of God and is the firstborn and the head of the body. In Christ dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. Such a Christ dwells in each of us so as to make all the fullness of God our fullness. Therefore, He has become our glory of hope. In a word, Christ is all in all. He is not only the source of the power of our Christian life, but also the best weapon for us to deal with all the heretical doctrines:

1) Christ is the true knowledge that all spiritual wisdom and understanding lead to (Col. 1:9). Once man has known Christ, he must forsake the heretical doctrines.

2) Christ is the firstborn and the head of all (Col. 1:15-18; 2:10). If man holds fast the Head, he cannot be puffed up but increase (Col. 2:18-19).

3) In Christ dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily (Col. 1:19; 2:9). Once man has obtained Christ, he has the glory of hope (Col. 1:27; 3:4).

4) Christ has fulfilled the redemption for all (Col. 1:20; 2:13). As long as man believes Him without seeking other salvation or worshipping angels (Col. 2:18), he can draw near to God.

5) All the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge are hidden in Christ (Col. 2:3). Once man has received Christ, he needs no longer to seek philosophy, or the teaching of men or the elements of the world (Col. 2:8).

6) Christ is the body of all things (Col. 2:17). As long as one walks in Him, he needs not to keep ordinances or ceremonies (Col. 2:14, 16).

7) Christ is the life of all believers (Col. 3:4, 11). As long as one lets Him dwell in him richly (Col. 3:16), he will have the performances of the new man without mortifying the flesh or observing the customs (Col. 2:20-23).  

VII. It’s Relations with Other Books in the Bible
1) This Book matches with the Epistle to the Ephesians. The Epistle to the Ephesians reveals that the church is the body of Christ, and this book points that Christ is the head of the church.

2) This book is written in the same time and location with the Epistle to Philemon. Both of them are closely related to one another, at least five points that are more or less the same:

a) In the two epistles, Paul writes with his spiritual son Timothy together (Col. 1:1; Philem. 1).

b) The names of Paul’s fellow workers ---- Aristarchus, Mark, Epaphras, Luke and Demas ---- appear in both of the epistles (Col. 4:10, 12, 14; Philem. 23-24).

c) Both of the epistles mention that Paul is in prison (Col. 4:10; Philem. 1).

d) Paul greets the same one in this two epistles particularly, that is, Archippus (Col. 4:17; Philem. 2)

e) Paul sends Onesimus to go with Tychicus who sends the Epistle to Colossians (Col. 4:7-9), and Onesimus is the main character in the Book to Philemon (Philem. 8-20). 

VIII. Key Verses  

“He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence” (Col. 1:18).

“If indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel” (Col. 1:23);

“For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily, and you are complete in Him” (Col. 2:9-10a).

“Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory” (Col. 3:4).

“Christ is all and in all” (Col. 3:11b).

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord” (Col. 3:16).

IX. Key Words
“Know”, “be filled with the knowledge”, “increasing in the knowledge” (Col. 1:6, 9, 10, 27; 2:2; 4:6);

“Wisdom and understanding”, “all wisdom”, “understanding”, “wisdom and knowledge” (Col.1:9, 28; 2:2, 3, 23; 3:10, 16; 4:5);

“Firstborn”, “head”, “beginning”, “preside” (Col. 1:15, 18; 2:19; 3:15);

“Be filled with”, “fullness”, “fill up”, “fulfill”, “perfect”, “all riches”, “full”, “richly” (Col. 1:9, 19, 24, 25, 28; 2:2, 9, 10; 3:16; 4:12); 

“The hidden mystery”, “manifest”, “mystery”, “the mystery of God”, “hid”, “the mystery of Christ”, “manifest” (Col. 1:26, 27; 2:2, 3; 3:3, 4; 4:3, 4);

“All”, “every, “all things”, “all the world”, “every man”(Col. 1:9, 10, 15-20, 23, 28; 2:1, 3, 9, 13, 22; 3:8, 11, 14; 4:7, 9, 12);

“Fellow”, “share”, “one body” (Col. 1:7, 12; 2:12, 20; 3:1, 4, 15; 4:7, 10, 11);

X. Outlines of the Book
A. Introduction (Col.1:1-2);

B. What the Church in Colosse Had Received:

1. Paul gives thanks to God for the faith and love and hope of the church received from the gospel (Col. 1:3-8);

2. Paul prays to God for the growth of the church in spiritual things (Col. 1:9-11);

3. What the transcendent and glorious Christ is and what He does for the church (Col. 1:12-22);

4. The solicitude and service of the church obtains from Paul (Col. 1:23-29); 

C. What the Church in Colosse Have to Know at Present:

1. To know all the all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge so as to be steadfast in faith and not to be deceived by persuasive words (Col.2:1-7);

2. To know that in Christ dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily so that believers can live a victorious life in Him; and know that the heretical doctrines are empty deceit not according to Christ (Col.2:8-15);

3. To know that Christ is the reality of all the ceremonies and customs and man can only increase by the union with Christ; and know that all the ceremonies and customs according to the commandments and doctrines of men are of no value (Col.2:16-23);

D. What the Church in Colosse Shall Practice Henceforth:

1. Set her mind on things above (Col. 3:1-4);

2. Manifest the works of the new man (Col. 3:5-11);

3. The principles of the life of the members in the church (Col. 3:12-17);

4. The principles of the relationship in family life (Col. 3:18-4:1);

5. The principles of preaching to and dealing with those that are without in society (Col. 4:2-6);

E. The Epilogue ---- Greeting and Exhortation (Col.4:7-18);

Colossians Chapter One                             

I. Content of the Chapter

The Introduction of the Book

A. The writer (v.1);

B. The receiver (v.2a);

C. Greeting (v.2b);

Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayers for the Church

A. Thanksgiving and Prayers (v.3);

B. Reasons for the Thanksgiving and Prayers:

1. For having heard of their faith, love and hope (v.4-5);

2. For the bringing forth of the fruit of the gospel among them (v.6);

3. For their learning from Epaphras (v.7);

4. For the report of Epaphras (v.8);

C. Items of the Thanksgiving and Prayers

1. Pray for them to increase in the knowledge of God (v.9-10);

2. Pray for them to be strengthened with all might and joy (v.11);

3. Thank for being partakers of the inheritance (v.12);

4. Thank for being conveyed into the kingdom (v.13);

5. Thank for having redemption (v.14);

The Transcendence and Fulfillment of Christ 

A. He is the image of God and is the firstborn (v.15);

B. All things are created by Him, and through Him and for Him (v.16);

C. In Him all things consist (v.17);

D. He is the head and the fullness of the church (v.18-19);

E. He has made peace and presented us in the sight of God (v.20-22);

Paul, the Minister of the Gospel and the Church 

A. Preach the gospel to every creature under heaven (v.23);

B. Suffer for the church to fill up what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ (v.24);

C. Fulfill the word of God (v.25-27);

D. Present every man perfect in Christ Jesus (v.28-29);

II. Verse by Verse Commentary

Col. 1:1 “Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,”

YLT: “Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and Timotheus the brother,”

Meaning of Words: “apostle”: he that is sent, ambassador; “Paul”: little;

Literal Meaning: “by the will of God”, it indicates that such identity is totally of God, not of himself.

  “An apostle of Jesus Christ”, it shows that: 1) he is of the Lord; 2) he is sent by the Lord; 3) he has received the authority of preaching the truth from the Lord; 4) he is not proud of it, but fulfills what the Lord has entrusted to him in faithfulness. 

  “And Timothy our brother”, this epistle is written by Paul only (Col. 4:18), but here Paul also mentions Timothy, showing that the words in the epistle were by no means Paul’s personal views, but were also approved by Timothy. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The author of this epistle changed his name to “Paul” after he was saved, willing to be “little” (the original meaning of the word Paul).

2) The position of the preacher is not out of his talent or biblical knowledge, but of God’s calling and sending.

3) If we do not know the will of God, we are unworthy of God’s workers.

4) Everyone who serves God should put down his own will, but focus on the will of God. Therefore, he shall serve for the purpose of pleasing God only, not for the likes or dislikes of him or others.

5) He who is sent shall speak and walk according to the command of the one who sends him. What the Lord’s worker preaches should not be of him, but of what God has entrusted to him.

6) What the preacher shall introduce is not his worldly status or title, but the proof that he is really the one who speaks by the will of God.

7) The servant of Christ by the will of God should be convinced that God will be with him to help him to fulfill the great mission.

8) The apostle of Christ should be firstly with Him and abide in Him and let the Lord’s words dwell in him (John 15:7). Then he is able to go to preach the Lord’s words for Him. 

9) Just like the relationship between Paul and Timothy, the fellow workers should honor one another first and then the church shall honor them. He who is haughty and despises others shall be in no wise worthy of the Lord’s servant. 

Col. 1:2 “To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

YLT: “to the saints in Colossae, and to the faithful brethren in Christ: Grace to you, and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ!”

Meaning of Words: “saints”: those who are consecrated to God; “faithful”: trustworthy, firm in faith, faithful unto the end; “grace”: graciousness, favour, gift, gratitude, pleasure; 

Literal Meaning: “the saints and faithful brethren”, “saints” it relates to identity and character; “brethren”, it relates to life and blood relationship; both the words share the same definite article, so both of them refer to the same group of men. 

“In Christ”, it means that we have the relationship and union with Christ in life; 2) Christ is the sphere of our fellowship and life (Col. 2:6 “walk in Him”).

“Faithful”: hold fast and stand firm in faith and truth. Paul firstly mentions the faithfulness of the saints in Colosse before mentioning the wrong heretical doctrines. This is a positive encouragement. 

The saints in the church of Colosse have two kinds of identity: 1) according to the flesh, they abide in “Colosse” and own the citizenship of Rome; 2) according to the spirit, they are “in Christ” with the citizenship of the heavenly kingdom. 

“Grace”, graciousness, which is the free gift bestowed by God; The greatest grace for men is that God is willing to let Him be possessed and enjoyed by men. 
“Peace”, it does not refer to peaceful and smooth environment, but quite and restful mood in one’s heart. In other words, peace is a kind of mood of those who have already enjoyed God’s salvation, which brings peace between God and men, and among men themselves.
“From God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ”, God is the God of all, and is also our Father. God is the origin of grace and peace. And we believers are vessels that take part in grace and peace. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Sanctification (the saints), and the union with the Lord (in Christ) and the faithfulness to God (faithful) are three secrets of holding fast the truth and dealing with the heresy.

2) Unless we have realized that we are “saints” and we have significantly honorable position and nature in the Lord, we cannot live a holy and triumphant life on the earth.

3) This book is written to “the brethren who are faithful in Christ”. All those who are faithful to God should learn the will of God to the church from the words of this book.

4) “Saints” and “brethren” show the position and responsibility of believers. We shall not only be saints before God ---- live a holy life, but also be brothers before men ---- fulfill the responsibilities of brothers.

5) The true believers not only believe on the Lord Jesus but also live a life that is united with Him.

6) Every believer should have dual identities. According to the flesh, we are on the earth; but according to the spiritual reality, we are in the heaven (in Christ)!

7) Believer should not despise the life responsibility that he has to take in the world. And besides, he should not be ruled by this world, but transcend this world and live in Christ.

8) Whatever a man who lives in Christ does, it is done for the Lord. Therefore, every work should be done diligently.

9) Since Christians are those who have enjoyed the grace of God, their life must have its pleasantness. Christianity that is of no attraction is not true Christianity. 

10) Grace is a gift that men can not obtain by themselves, for men are unworthy of receiving grace through themselves

11) Grace is the source of peace, and peace is the fruit of grace. It is impossible for men to obtain peace before receiving grace

12) We shall not seek peace outside of God. The shortcut of true peace is keeping the will of God.

13) The “peace” of believers has nothing to do with objective environment or external things. 

Col. 1:3 “We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you,”

YLT: “We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, always praying for you,”

Meaning of Words: “give thanks”: be grateful, express gratitude; “always”: often, all the time; 

Literal Meaning: “the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ”, “Father”, it indicates that He is the origin of life ---- He gives us the life and disposition of Him through the Lord Jesus Christ. 

“Praying always for you”, it shows that Paul’s intercession is responsible and sincere, not flippant, and is also out of love. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Paul gives thanks to God for the good spiritual condition of believers in Colosse (see v.4), which reveals that he confesses that it is not of his merit, but the grace of God.

2) A common believer may pray first and give thanks afterwards. However, he who knows God gives thanks first and prays later.

3) Paul gives thanks for the spiritual favor that believers have received, not for his own profit. A believer shall not always be a receiver of spiritual grace, but a giver.

4) Thanks and prayers are the foundation of serving God. All works should be started from thanks and prayers. 

Col. 1:4 “since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints;”

YLT: “having heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love that to all the saints,”

Literal Meaning: “faith in Christ Jesus”, this verse emphasizes Christ as the sphere where the faith works, not as the object. In other words, faith has its value only when it is “in Christ”. 

  Paul mentions faith, love and hope in verse four and five, which are great elements of Christian life ---- faith in “God”; love toward “men”; and hope toward “one’s own” future. 

  Believers in Colosse should have faith in God and love to all the saints. Faith maintains our normal fellowship with God, and love keeps our normal communication with men. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Christ Jesus is the source of faith. Only when we live in Christ can we have true faith. At the same time, the more we know Christ, the more faith we will have.

2) A true Christian should keep balance ---- have faith in God and have love to men. All those who have true faith in God will surely have love to all the saints.

3) This verse mentions “faith” first and “love” afterwards, for true faith is the basis of true love. If we have no right faith in God, we will have no right love to men.

4) Love brings forth through faith. And faith is manifested by love. Faith is internal and invisible. However, faith can be expressed through love.

5) The love of believers should be started from the love to “all the saints” and then to “all” (2Pet. 1:7).

6) If believers have only love but no faith, they are just swayed by their emotions.

7) Paul do not call “all believers” but “all the saints”, which indicates that those who are of the Lord Jesus are separated by God and thus holy in the sight of God.

8) The saints in Colosse have faith and love, and Paul still often prays for them to God (see v.3). Therefore, it is not enough to have faith and love only. 

Col. 1:5 “because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel,”

YLT: “because of the hope that is laid up for you in the heavens, which ye heard of before in the word of the truth of the good news,”

Meaning of Words: “because of”: on account of; “be laid up”: reserve, retain; 

Literal Meaning: “because of the hope”, “because of”, it shows that the “faith” and “love” in the previous verse are built upon the foundation of “hope”. 

  “The hope which is laid up for you in heaven”, according to the objective facts, the hope refers to the heavenly possession that believers shall receive in the future (1Pet. 1:3-4). According to the subjective experience, the hope relates to the Christ who sits in the heaven and abides in believers (see v.27). 

  “The word of the truth of the gospel”, it refers to the word that God reveals to men in the message of the gospel. The word of the truth of the gospel may bring hope to the hearers.  

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Both faith and love are produced by men’s teachings, but because of the hope in the gospel, namely, Christ. He is the accordance of our faith and source of love.

2) The world may rise up to oppose our faith in Christ or despise our love to men. However, the hope laid up for us in heaven makes us transcendent and triumphant. 

3) Faith is based on the past, and love is substantiated at present and hope is in expectation of the future. In other words, faith looks backwards and inwards. Love looks outwards. Hope looks forwards and upwards.

4) Since the hope of believers is “laid up in heaven”, we shall not expect earthly things. Disappointment and distress are unavoidable in the hope of earthly things. However, the hope of things in heaven will fail.

5) The more we enjoy Christ and experience Christ, the more hope we will have (see v.27).

6) Hope comes from the gospel. Only those who have received the word of the truth of the gospel have hope.

7) The gospel that we believe can not only meet our present need but also bring us hope in the future. The preciousness of the gospel is just here. 

8) The word of the gospel is “the word of the truth”, not “vain words” (Col. 2:8). The gospel does not make men guess God, but helps men to know God, so it is true and reliable. 

9) “Hearing” the word of the truth will bring us hope. Therefore, we shall not “hear” the Lord’s words with a flippant attitude. “Hearing” is an extremely important step in spiritual experience.

10) If one is only a hearer of word and not a doer, he just hears in vain (James 1:23-24). Therefore, we shall shift the hope heard in the gospel into the motive power in our practical life. 

Col. 1:6 “which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth;”

YLT: “which is present to you, as also in all the world, and is bearing fruit, as also in you, from the day in which ye heard, and knew the grace of God in truth;”

Meaning of Words: “bringing forth fruit”: be fertile (it is continuing); “know”: really know, fully know, understand; 

Literal Meaning: the heretical doctrine at that time holds that only a few people who have the particular “root of wisdom” can receive the mysterious knowledge. Paul here especially mentions “all the world” in order to show the universality of the gospel, which is different from the heretical doctrine. 

  “Is bringing forth fruit”, it means that the gospel is like a seed with the nature and power of life. 

  “Know the grace of God in truth”, “know…in truth”, it is not knowledge only, but knowledge that is proved and confirmed. The whole verse means “knowing what the grace of God really is according to sure proof” (see 1Pet. 5:12).

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The gospel is not a patent for some certain men “who specially have the root of wisdom”, but a good news shared by “all the world”. This verse reveals the universality and reliability of the gospel.

2) There is “the word of life” in the gospel, so it is able to “bring forth fruit”.

3) Only if the gospel is preached by the testimony of life, there will be the effect of “bringing forth fruit”.

4) Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ (Rom. 10:17).

5) “In all the world” and “among you” reveals two features of the gospel ---- universality and individuality. Both of them should be kept in balance. If believer emphasizes the universality of the gospel, he may ignore the truth and the pursuit in life. If one emphasizes the individuality of the gospel, he may become lonely and discouraged and passive in works and life. 

Col. 1:7 “as you also learned from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf,”

YLT: “as ye also learned from Epaphras, our beloved fellow-servant, who is for you a faithful ministrant of the Christ,”

Literal Meaning: “learn”, this word shares the same etymon with the word “disciple”. A disciple learns from hearing as well as practical life. Epaphras shows in his life that he is really a believer who lays the hope in the heaven.

  There are four features of Epaphras according to this verse: 1) he is the dear fellow servant of Paul and his fellow workers; 2) he is the fellow work of Paul “for the kingdom of God” (Col. 4:11); 3) he lives in the hope of the gospel; 4) he can discern the heresy and keep the faithfulness to what the Lord has entrusted to him unto the end. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Our hope comes from not only “hearing” and “knowing” (see v.6) but also “learning”. The knowledge in truth and with assurance must be obtained from learning.

2) Every true Christian should be the bondservant of the Lord. It is not difficult to be the Lord’s bondservant, for the Lord’s yoke is easy and his burden is light (Matt. 11:30).

3) The true “minister of Christ” is not only a servant who serves Christ but also a supplier who provides Christ to others and thus serves others.

Col. 1:8 “who also declared to us your love in the Spirit.”

YLT: “who also did declare to us your love in the Spirit.”

Literal Meaning: love is the first fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22).

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) He who has no spiritual life can never have true love.

2) The Spirit is the source of all the love of believers. The more we are filled with the Spirit, the more love we will have (Rom. 5:5).

3) The “declaration” of Epaphras produces Paul’s prayer and burden of writing. Therefore, it is rather important to have fellowship and communication among the saints.

Col. 1:9 “For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;”

YLT: “Because of this, we also, from the day in which we heard, do not cease praying for you, and asking that ye may be filled with the full knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding,”

Meaning of Words: “wisdom”: intelligence; “understanding”: consider, comprehensive power; “be filled with”: make replete, make full, perfect; “knowledge”: full discernment, recognition, acknowledgement; 

Literal Meaning: it is one sentence from verse nine to fourteen, which starts from the phrase “for this reason”, showing that Paul prays for them and teaches them according to the fact recorded from verse three to eight of this chapter ---- they have already had the three Christian features in their inner life and daily life, namely, faith, hope and love. 

  “Pray”: prayers in a general realm; 

“Ask”: it refers to the prayers focused on particular items; 

“All wisdom and spiritual understanding”, it is not a kind of transient inspiration. “Spiritual”, it can be interpreted as “in Spirit” or “gifted by the Spirit”. “Wisdom”: the power of discerning the facts; “Understanding”: the power of arranging and distinguishing the acquired facts; 

“Be filled with the knowledge”, “knowledge”: the knowledge in experience, not some materials only; “Be filled with the knowledge”: the knowledge because of being filled with the knowledge of God, so it is the knowledge with assurance. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) It is “you heard” in verse six and “we heard” in this verse. The trouble of many workers of the Lord is ---- being able to “speak”, but not to “hear”.

2) Once we have believed the gospel and have been saved, we shall seek to know the will of God. God does not want us to be fools, but delights in our knowing His will (Eph. 5:17).

3) The primary purpose of prayers and supplications is not speaking to God but hearing God. 

4) We cannot always persist in prayers, but Paul “does not cease” to pray.

5) “Pray” indicates we confess that spiritual growth is not out of man’s power, but of God’s works.

6) Knowledge in truth cannot exist outside of the will of God. And the will of God is not too mysterious to understand, but can be sought and can be known.

7) If we get rid of the earthly wisdom and seek with a humble heart (Matt. 11:25-26), we can obtain the wisdom from the above (James 3:17) and have deeper knowledge of God in truth.

8) In the journey of life, what we Christians need is the knowledge full of the will of God in truth. If one is filled with the knowledge of God’s will in truth, his life must be controlled by the will of God.

9) The “perfect knowledge” that believers should have is personal experience of God and complete acceptance of God’s word to him and obedience to the word.

10) The knowledge of God’s will for men is more important than anything. Keeping the will of God is the only valuable work for believers.

Col. 1:10 “that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;”

YLT: “to your walking worthily of the Lord to all pleasing, in every good work being fruitful, and increasing to the knowledge of God,”

Meaning of Words: “walk”: walk around, tread all around; “worthy of”: as becomes, after a godly sort, appropriately; “increase”: grow, enlarge; “knowledge”: recognition, full discernment, acknowledge; 

Literal Meaning: “that”, it indicates that verse nine is the reason for this verse. If we have really been “filled with the knowledge of God’s will”, there will be four results: 1) walk worthily of the name of “Christian” ---- “walk worthy of the Lord”; 2) do anything in accordance with His will ---- “fully pleasing Him”; 3) bear fruit of works ---- “being fruitful in every good work” 4) have deeper knowledge of God ---- “increasing in the knowledge of God”;

  “Being fruitful in every good work”, it does not mean we believers shall practice in all the good works, but that as we have occasion, we shall catch the opportunity to do our best so as to bring good effects. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Once we believers have known the will of God, we have to put it in practice in life.

2) He who is able to “know” may not be able to “do”. He who has really “done” is counted to have really “known”. If we really desire to know God, we shall not rely on reasoning or knowledge only, but shall obey God in our walking. 

3) Right daily life is built on the right knowledge of God. Only those who have really known God can discern the heresy and walk worthily of the Lord. 

4) If a believer wants to walk worthily of the Lord, he has to be in accordance with the will of God, not his own judgment or zeal. 

5) The standard of believers’ conversation is God’s “delight”, not His “permission” or “tolerance”.

6) The more we believers bear fruit in good works, the more will we know God from “experience”. 

7) Bearing fruit is the manifestation of the maturity of life. The more one has grown in spiritual life, the more is he enabled to bear fruit in good works ---- not in “some” good works, but in “every” good work.

8) “Increasing in the knowledge of God”, it can also be interpreted as “growing due to the knowledge of God”. Therefore, spiritual knowledge brings about spiritual growth. 

9) The most urgent need of the church at present is seeking the increasing and full knowledge of the holy Trinity.

10) “Increasing” in the knowledge of God, it reveals that our knowledge of God is not accomplished in one action, but is accumulated gradually and step by step.

Col. 1:11 “strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy;”

YLT: “in all might being made mighty according to the power of His glory, to all endurance and long-suffering with joy.”

Meaning of Words: “power”: vigor, mighty power; “all”: every; “strengthened”: full of power; “with joy”: with a joyful heart; “patience”: endurance, constancy; “longsuffering”: forbearance, fortitude;
Literal Meaning: “strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power”, here it indicates three features of God’s power: 1) “according to His glorious power”, no enemy cannot be conquered by this power; 2) “all”, it is in all things, not one thing or some things; 2) “strengthened…with all might”, it is unceasing. 

  “According to”, it is different from the word “from”. It is not drawing some power “from” his power, but being strengthened “according to” His power. No matter how much we need, we can draw from Him.

  “Patience”: endure the external pressure in adverse situation; 

“Longsuffering”: treat those who oppress us with a large heart; 

Generally speaking, “patience” is toward things; “longsuffering” is toward men; or “patience” is not dealing with the things or men that we are unable to deal with; “longsuffering” is not dealing with the things or men that we are able to deal with; 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The biggest trouble in practical life is that we often feel that our “strength” does not match our ambitions, no matter physically, or mentally or spiritually. Therefore, we need to be strengthened by God. 

2) The whole life of believers is experiencing the grace of God’s “giving” power and God’s “strengthening”.

3) Patience needs the power of faith, and longsuffering needs the power of love. Both of the two sorts of power are not of believers themselves. Therefore, we need to be strengthened with all might according to God’s power.

4) No matter how great and how difficult the work is, those who work according to the will of God must be strengthened by God. This is a precious promise to the servants of the Lord.

5) “Patience and longsuffering” are rather difficult. “All” patience and longsuffering are more difficult. All patience and longsuffering “with joy” is the most difficult.

6) “With joy” shows that the true patience and longsuffering are not done reluctantly with clenched teeth. 

7) Patience and longsuffering makes us conquerors. And patience and longsuffering with joy makes us more than conquerors. 

8) God bestows us the cross, and yet God also bestows us joy so that we can have all patience and longsuffering with joy. The joy of Christians is true in any circumstance (adverse situation or favorable situation) 

Col. 1:12 “giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light.”

YLT: “Giving thanks to the Father who did make us meet for the participation of the inheritance of the saints in the light,”

Meaning of Words: “qualified”: enable, make able; “partakers”: share; “inheritance”: lot, portion; 

Spiritual Meaning: “light” symbolize holiness (1John 1:5-6), truth (Ps. 119:105, 130), love (1John 2:9-10) and life (John 1:4).

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Thanksgiving is the summit of prayer, and is the most powerful prayer.

2) Christ is the portion of all the saints, and is given to us for possession and enjoyment.

3) Only those who live in “light” (Eph. 5:8-14) can have part in this inheritance.

4) The inheritance in the heaven is not given to any “individual” believer, but is commonly shared by all the saints. Therefore, we have to learn to be “fellow servants” with others together today (Col. 1:7; 4:7).

Col. 1:13 “He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love,”

YLT: “who did rescue us out of the authority of the darkness, and did translate into the reign of the Son of His love,”

Meaning of Words: “deliver”: draw, rush, rescue; “power”: authority, privilege; “convey”: translate, turn away, remove; 

The Background: “convey”: in the original, the word means the whole people in a certain nation or region translate into another nation or region. In the old times, if one nation defeated another one, the victorious nation would customarily make the people of the vanquished nation shackled and then drive them to the land of the victorious nation to inhabit there. 

Literal Meaning: “from the power of darkness”, it means that we have been totally delivered from the power of darkness and split from the king of this world Satan, and will be no longer dominated by it. 

  “The king of the Son of His love”, it indicates that this kingdom is set by the beloved Son and is governed by the beloved Son. 

  “The Son of His love”, it reveals that Christ is the center, object and manifestation of God’s love.

  “Has delivered” and “conveyed”, it is an accomplished fact. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) It is a great translation of our being saved in the spiritual realm. We need longer to be controlled by the power of darkness. 

2) Since believers have been translated into His kingdom, we shall let Christ reign in us.

3) All those who are unwilling to abandon the works of darkness may have not really lived in light. 

Col. 1:14 “in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.”

YLT: “in whom we have the redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of the sins,”

Meaning of Words: “redemption”: ransom in full, riddance; “sin”: miss the mark; “forgiveness”: freedom, pardon, remission, liberty; 

Literal Meaning: this verse points out the redemption of Christ: 1) price: “through His blood” ---- blood is a proof of being punished, which indicates that the beloved Son of God has borne the penalty of our sins; 2) meaning: “redemption” ---- it means that we have been redeemed by the price of the blood of the Lord Jesus from the position of being condemned by God and worthy of penalty; 3) result: “the forgiveness of sins” ---- the accordance of forgiveness is redemption ---- no redemption, no forgiveness. 

  The word “delivered” in verse thirteen refers to the deliverance from the power of the sin. And the “redemption” in this verse relates to the remission of the results of “sins”.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The Christ that God bestows to us is not the son whom God does not love or desires to forsake, but the beloved Son in whom God has found His delight. And nevertheless God delivered His Son up for us.

2) Since God has delivered His beloved Son to redeem us, such redemption will redeem us to be like His Son.

3) “Redemption” is the accordance of “forgiveness”. No “redemption”, no “forgiveness”. And “forgiveness” is the result of the “redemption” upon sinners. 

4) Both “redemption” and “forgiveness” are obtained “in the beloved Son”. In other words, if we have abandoned Christ, we can be in no wise redeemed or forgiven (Heb. 6:4-6).

5) Redemption and forgiveness are not due to our good works, but “through His blood”. Therefore, it is free grace (Rom. 3:24).

6) After believers have been saved, they may also be stumbled. However, the effect of Christ’s redemption has never ceased. One should immediately confess his sins and repent so as to restore the fellowship with God (1John 1:6-10).

Col. 1:15 “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.”

YLT: “who is the image of the invisible God, first-born of all creation,”

Meaning of Words: “image”: likeness, statue, resemblance; 

The Background: “the Song of the Beloved Son” (v.15-20) is an inserted paragraph here. Many Bible scholars think it was a hymn that Christians in early church time sang the praises of Christ. And Paul dealt with the wrong heretical teachings in Colosse through this hymn. However, this paragraph might also be composed by Paul himself. 

Literal Meaning: “the image of God”: resemble God, manifest God and represent God (Heb. 1:3);

“The firstborn”, it does not mean that Christ is the first created one, but that Christ is distinct from all creation. In the old days, the “firstborn” enjoyed the particular position and right among all the children (Ps. 89:27). Therefore, the word “firstborn” indicates that He is the particular and the first One.

“The firstborn over all creation”: He is “the beginning of the creation of God” (Rev. 3:14).

  Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The more we believers are transformed into the image of the beloved Son (Christ) (Rom. 8:29), the more we will resemble God and thus manifest God.

2) Since we believers have become the sons of God through faith, we have to set the firstborn as our example.

3) Christ is “the firstborn of all creation” (the original). Among all creation, He is worthy of the highest position. 

Col. 1:16 “For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him.”

YLT: “because in him were the all things created, those in the heavens, and those upon the earth, those visible, and those invisible, whether thrones, whether lordships, whether principalities, whether authorities; all things through him, and for him, have been created,”

Meaning of Words: “all things”: the whole; 

Literal Meaning: “by Him … were created”: “be created in Him”, which indicates that Christ is the foundation and the sphere of all creation. 

  “Through Him”: all things are created through Christ.  

“For Him”: Christ is the purpose of all creation and He will inherit all things. 

As regards the above-mentioned three different points, please refer to the Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans (11:36). 

“Thrones or dominions or principalities or powers”, the four words were used to refer to the ranks of the angels at that time. Angels occupy a high position in the heresy of Colosse (Col. 2:18). 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Since Christ is the source of all creation, he is in no wise a creature.

2) We are “created for Him”, and therefore He is the center and purpose of our life. We shall live and die for the Lord (Rom. 14:8).

Col. 1:17 “And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.”

YLT: “and himself is before all, and the all things in him have consisted.”

Meaning of Words: “before”: in front of, prior to, ago; “consist”: form, constitute, set together, stand near, exhibit; 

Literal Meaning: “He is before all things”, He is the Lord who exists before all is created. 

“And in Him all things consist”: He is the sustainer of all things (Heb. 1:3), which means that “it is Christ that makes all things work in good order”.   

Col. 1:18 “And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.”

YLT: “And himself is the head of the body -- the assembly -- who is a beginning, a first-born out of the dead, that he might become in all -- himself -- first,” 

Meaning of Words: “have the preeminence”: be first; 

Literal Meaning: from verse fifteen to seventeen, it indicates that Christ is the head and source of the old creation. Likewise, He is also the head of the new creation (the church) ---- “He is the head and source of the body, the church” ---- “He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead”.

  “Beginning”, in the original, it is not only the beginning in time but also the first in position and in authority. 

  Here it mentions that Christ is the head of the church in order to show not only the head is the most important part that governs the whole body (Eph. 1:22) but also “the subsistence of the body relies on the head and the strength of the body lies in the head”. 

  According to the original, Christ is not only the “firstborn” of the old creation (v.15) but also the “firstborn” of the new creation, so He is worthy of having the preeminence “in all things” (no matter the old creation or the new creation, the order in the natural world or the spiritual world). Christ is the excellent and transcendent one! 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) If the body is not controlled by the “head”, it will be paralyzed. If the church does not governed by Christ, she will have nothing worthy of boast.

2) Since Christ is the “beginning” of the church, all things in the church should be started and promoted by Him.

3) Death is the most terrible enemy of all creation (no matter the old creation or the new creation). However, we have triumph in Christ because of the victory of Christ over death through resurrection (1Cor. 15:54-55). 

4) If believers uphold or adore anyone or anything, they have just depreciated their position supposed to be in Christ. 

Col. 1:19 “For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell,”

YLT: “because in him it did please all the fulness to tabernacle,”

Meaning of Words: “fullness”: abundance, completion, what is filled; “live”: reside, dwell; 

The Background: “fullness”, it is also a term used in the heretical doctrines, which refers to the sum of the supernatural power that controls man’s fate. They hold that the complete “fullness” of God runs between the heaven and the earth and is distributed by “the small gods”, like the angels or the spirits of stars, all the way down to human beings along successive layers. Therefore, the spirits like angels have the right of controlling man’s fate and life. And this is the origin of the teachings of “worshipping the angels” (Col. 2:18). 

Literal Meaning: “for”, it indicates that this verse is the reason why God makes Christ the head of all things. Christ is superior to all and is more honorable than all, for in him dwells all the fullness of God. 

  Paul quotes the heretical term “fullness” to refer to the sum of all the power and nature of God (Col. 2:9). 

  This verse tells that Christ has the complete nature of God ---- life, power and divinity. Once we have received Christ, we will have all the fullness of God and need not any distribution of others spirits in the heaven. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Position is decided by quality. All the fullness of God is in Christ, so He is worthy of the highest position.

2) However, the majority of believers in the church only pays attention to authority or position, but ignores whether believers have full measure of life. This is abnormal. 

Col. 1:20 “and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.”

YLT: “and through him to reconcile the all things to himself -- having made peace through the blood of his cross -- through him, whether the things upon the earth, whether the things in the heavens.”

Meaning of Words: “reconcile”: make peace; “make peace”: harmonize;  

Literal Meaning: this verse shows that the death of Christ on the cross has fulfilled the foundation of reconciling all things to God. But it does not mean that all things have already been saved. The world should receive the salvation through “faith”. All things shall be delivered from corruption (Rom. 8:19-23) until the Lord comes again. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The blood of Jesus is the accordance of our drawing near to God (Heb. 10:19). Every time we come to God, we shall rely on the effect of the Lord’s blood.

2) The effect of Christ’s redemption on the cross covers all things. If any believer still has the narrow concept of denomination or religion or individualism, he has not sufficiently known the fullness of the salvation.

Col. 1:21 “And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled”

YLT: “And you -- once being alienated, and enemies in the mind, in the evil works, yet now did he reconcile,”

Meaning of Words: “alienate”: estrange away, be non-participant; “works”: toil, act, labor; 

Literal Meaning: “He has reconciled”, it is not God has reconciled Himself to us, but He has reconciled us to Himself (2Cor. 5:18-21). The problem does not lie in God, but in us. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Men’s sins are “the middle wall of partition” between God and men. If believers do not deal with sins, they cannot draw near to God.

2) Man’s thoughts are closely relevant to works. Sometimes, works influence thoughts ---- the evil works make man hostile to God in his mind. And sometimes, thoughts influence works ---- “be alienated and enemies in one’s mind by wicked works”.

3) In the world that is not of God, there is no thought that is less popular or less mentioned than “God”. The infidels can bear wicked things or men but cannot bear God. 

Col. 1:22 “in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight--”

YLT: “in the body of his flesh through the death, to present you holy, and unblemished, and unblameable before himself,”

Meaning of Words: “holy”: separated, consecrated; “blameless”: unblemished, faultless; “above reproach”: irreproachable, without charge;

Literal Meaning: “blameless”, it is a word used in offering in the Old Testament. According to the law of the Jews, the animal should be tried carefully before being sacrificed. Any tiny blemish will make it fail to be sacrificed to God. 

  “Holy, and blameless, and above reproach”, it refers to the position of believers in Christ, not the perfection in morality. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The cross is not only redemption, but also power that can subdue our heart to be reconciled to Him.

2) The will of God is to bring men to “His sight”. If our service brings men to the spiritual giants, or knowledge or group, our service has just run counter to God.

3) Christ makes us reconciled to God so that we can be holy, not presumptuous. 

4) The salvation accomplished by Christ for us is rather beyond imagination ---- from filthiness to holiness, from utter corruption to total perfection, from condemnation to blamelessness. 

5) The works of God is not to attain an anticipant ideal, but to accomplish an accomplished goal.

6) Though we are unclean and live in uncleanness, we are holy and blames in the sight of God in Christ.

7) It is purely the grace of God, not our own effort that we can “be holy” and brought to the sight of God to draw near to Him and have fellowship with God.

Col. 1:23 “if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.”

YLT: “if also ye remain in the faith, being founded and settled, and not moved away from the hope of the good news, which ye heard, which was preached in all the creation that under the heaven, of which I became -- I Paul -- a ministrant.”

Literal Meaning: “if”, it shows that the following words are the conditions of keeping the salvation: 1) “continue in the faith”, it refers to the faith that is living, and goes forward and keeps unto the end; 2) “grounded and steadfast”, it is the faith that is calm and takes root downward; 3) “are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard”, faith is closely related to hope. If the faith is not steadfast, the hope may be moved away and lost. 

  The features of “faith” are seen in this verse: 1) faith is not sudden impulsion; 2) faith can not lose its “foundation”, lest it should be moved away; 3) once faith is not “grounded”, the “hope” will be moved away. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Though salvation is accomplished by God, man should fulfill his duty so that he can enjoy the salvation. We shall not only have faith but also continue in the faith.

2) Believers should be on the principle of faith to faith (Rom. 1:17). The faith of persistence is real faith.

3) If a believer has lost the hope, he has lost all ---- this is the constant teaching in the Bible. 

Col. 1:24 “I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church,”

YLT: “I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and do fill up the things lacking of the tribulations of the Christ in my flesh for his body, which is the assembly,”

Meaning of Words: “suffering”: hardship, pain; “rejoice”: joy; “affliction”: pressure, persecution, burdened; “lacking”: that which is behind, deficit; 

Literal Meaning: “my sufferings for you”, it means that “I labor and strive and even have been put into prison for the purpose of preaching to all including you”. 

“And fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ”, it does not mean that the life of Christ on the earth and His suffering on the cross are insufficient that His redemption is incomplete. On one hand, the salvation fulfilled by Jesus Christ who came to the world and suffered and died is complete, and no one can add any thing. On the other hand, the salvation accomplished by Christ should be preached out by us so that there will be more people who will be favored and become the body of Christ, namely, the church. And the preachment of the gospel needs men to pay the price: humiliation, suffering and be martyred for faith. Therefore, we are fellow-partakers “in the tribulation of Jesus” (Rev. 1:9). Therefore, from this perspective, all the tribulations we suffer for the sake of the church “have filled up what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ”.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The way of being fellow-partakers in the tribulation of Christ for believers is preaching the gospel diligently.

2) Today, we can enjoy the good of the gospel on account of the price of tribulations paid by the people of former times.

3) He who suffers for the sake of preaching the gospel is filling up what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ. Rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings (1Pet. 4:13).

4) If believers suffer for their sins, faults or failure, there is no joy. However, if one suffers for preaching the gospel and the truth, it is worthy of joy (1Pet. 2:19-20).

5) Tribulation seems to be indispensable to the service of the Lord’s workers. The more one suffers, the more true love can he bestow.  
6) The church is produced because of the tribulation of Christ’s cross. He who persecutes the church persecutes Christ (Acts 9:4-5). Therefore, the suffering of the church because of being persecuted has partaken in the tribulations of Christ. 

7) The tribulation suffered for the sake of the birth and building of the church is excellent service to the Lord. 

Col. 1:25 “of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God which was given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God,”

YLT: “of which I -- I did become a ministrant according to the dispensation of God, that was given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God,”

Meaning of Words: “stewardship”: administration, stewardship, dispensation; “minister”: deacon, servant; “fulfill”: make replete, complete; 

Literal Meaning: ““of which I became a minister”: the “steward” of the house of God (1Cor. 4:1). 

  “Fulfill the word of God”, preach the word of God completely; 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The stewardship of a preacher is not for his own status and future, but for the benefit of others and the reward of God.

2) The first mission of the Lord’s workers is not dealing with the administration of the church or social solitude, but preaching the word of God.

3) The Lord’s servant should “not shrink from announcing” (Acts 20:27) the word of God or scruple about the opposition of others.

4) The preachers are “the ministers of Christ” (v.7), and “the ministers of the gospel” (v.23) as well as “the ministers of the church”. The preachers preach the gospel to serve Christ for the purpose of building the church. 

Col. 1:26 “the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but now has been revealed to His saints.”

YLT: “the secret that hath been hid from the ages and from the generations, but now was manifested to his saints,”

Meaning of Words: “hidden”: conceal away, keep secret; “mystery”: secret; “reveal”: manifest, show, appear; 

Literal Meaning: “ages”: since time begins; “generations”: since human beings have been exist; the mystery hidden in God has been revealed until the times of the New Testament (Eph. 3:3-9). 

  “Mystery”, it is a popular term in the heretical teachings, referring to some mysterious things that only a small group of men with particular “wisdom” can understand. Paul uses this word to refer to the things hidden in the heart of God in the past. However, it is “manifested” through “revelation”. Therefore, all the “saints” who believe Christ can know. Therefore, the “mystery” in this verse refers to the content and nature of the gospel, namely, Christ (see v.27; Col. 2:2).

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Christ is no longer a hidden mystery to believers.

2) God pleases to let His saints know His mystery. If we are unwilling to share our spiritual insight with others, we have gone against the will of God. 

Col. 1:27 “To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.”

YLT: “to whom God did will to make known what the riches of the glory of this secret among the nations -- which is Christ in you, the hope of the glory,”

Literal Meaning: “what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles”, “this mystery”, it indicates that Christ becomes the life of all the Gentile believers in them. How “rich” the life of Christ is to those who have received. And when this mystery is manifested, there is unspeakable “glory”. 

  “Which is Christ in you, the hope of glory”, Christ is living in believers and will grow and be formed and manifested (Eph. 4:13; Gal. 4:18; Phil. 1:20). When He comes again, the manifestation of Christ in believers shall reach perfection, that is, be transformed into His image and be glorified (Rom. 8:29-30). Therefore, Christ is our hope of glory. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Though we can not possess many things in the world, we can possess the full and glorious Christ. The possession of Him is better than all.

2) Christ is our life in us ---- it is mysterious and glorious!

Col. 1:28 “Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.”

YLT: “whom we proclaim, warning every man, and teaching every man, in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus,”

Meaning of Words: “perfect”: full, complete, mature; 

Literal Meaning: “preach”: it includes “exhortation” and “teaching”; “exhortation”: correct someone so as not to go astray; “teaching”: open the truth; 

  “Perfect”, it is also a heretical term, which relates to “those who know all the mysteries” with a meaning of boasting. Paul here uses the word to refer to believers in Christ ---- every man can be perfect in the sight of God. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Christ is the topic and content of the preachment. Any sermon without Christ is merely a common speech, or sweet words or vain words.

2) He who preaches Christ shall be in “all wisdom”. Any sermon devoid of good preparation is not a responsible sermon.

3) Charles Jefferson said, “no one can be interested in the sermon without any consideration long; and those who do not labor can seldom think wisely”.

4) The preachers cannot be like spiders that spin silk unceasingly and yet are unable to keep it, not be like ants that accumulate materials only and yet are unable to know how to apply them, but shall be like bees that collect flower juice laboriously and make honey ---- translate the word of God into spiritual bread of provision in wisdom.

5) The preachers shall pay attention to the preachment in public not only and the personal exhortation and teaching in private.

6) The preachers are not presenting men to their own, but “to God”. It is not presenting them “just about”, but “perfect”.

7) It is not the end of our being saved, but a beginning of coming to God.

8) The previous verse mentions that Christ is in us, and this verse tells that we are in Christ. The more believers live in Christ, the more Christ will be manifested in us. The more He manifests in us, the more we will live in Him. 

Col. 1:29 “To this end I also labor, striving according to His working which works in me mightily.”

YLT: “for which also I labour, striving according to his working that is working in me in power.”

Literal Meaning: “striving”, it is used to describe the striving of the athletes in the arena who will never be sluggish before arriving at the destination. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The workers of the Lord shall not only be “in all wisdom” (v.28) but also “labor” and “strive. How much intellect and labor have we devoted to the Lord on earth?

2) Our talent may be less than others, but our striving should not be less to others. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

The Object and Origin of the Faith, Hope and Love

A. Objects:

1. Faith is toward God;

2. Love is toward men (v.4);

3. Hope is toward oneself;

B. Origin:

1. Faith is of Christ (v.4);

2. Love is of the Spirit (v.8);

3. Hope is of God (v.6);

The Characteristics of the Gospel

A. The gospel is the “good news” of God (v.5).

B. The gospel helps men to know the “truth” of God (v.5).

C. The gospel is preached to all the world (v.6).

D. The gospel can bring forth fruit (v.6).

E. The gospel declares “the grace of God” (v.7).

F. The gospel can bring “hope” to men (v.23).

G. The gospel is preached by men ---- “the ministry” (v.23).

The Effect of Being Filled with the Knowledge of the Will of God (v.9-11)

A. Walk worthy of the Lord;

B. Fully pleasing Him;

C. Being fruitful in every good work;

D. Increasing in the knowledge of God;

E. Strengthened with all might;

The Four Great Aspects of the Salvation (v.13-14)

A. From darkness to light;

B. From bondage to liberty;

C. From condemnation to forgiveness;

D. From the power of Satan to the power of God;

The Relation of Christ with All Things

A. Christ is above all creation ---- firstborn (v.15); 

B. Christ is before all creation ---- (v.15, 17);

C. Christ is the foundation of all creation ---- by Him (v.16);

D. Christ is the medium of all creation ---- through Him (v.16);

E. Christ is the goal of all creation ---- for Him (v.17);

F. Christ keeps all creation ---- in Him all things consist (v.17);

The Great Redemption Fulfilled by Christ

A. The peace is accomplished by the Lord alone through the blood of His cross (v.20);

B. The effect of the redemption reaches unto the whole universe, and things on earth and things in heaven are reconciled to God (v.20);

C. The redemption makes the enemies of God turn back and be reconciled to God (v.21-22).

D. The redemption makes men holy, and blameless, and above reproach (v.23).

E. The above-mentioned four points are the content of the gospel, which can be obtained by faith only (v.23).

F. The gospel gives men hope, and the condition is to continue in faith (v.23).

G. The object of the gospel is all the people in the world, not a small group of men (v.23).

Things that the Lord’s Servants Have Done for the Church

A. Suffering in the flesh (v.24);

B. Fulfill the word of God (v.25-28);

C. Striving (v.29)

Be Strengthened With all Might
A. The Elements of Being Strengthened with all Might ---- Faith, Love and Hope (v.1-8):

1. To God ---- faith;

2. To men ---- love;

3. To things ---- hope;

B. The Elements of Being Strengthened with all Might ---- the Knowledge of God (v.9-12);

1. The aspect of the inner life ---- be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;

2. The aspect of the daily life ---- walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him;

3. The aspect of service ---- being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 

C. The Foundation of Being Strengthened with all might ---- the Beloved Son Christ (v.13-22):

1. The kingdom of the beloved Son ---- deliver men from darkness;

2. The image of the beloved Son ---- the image of the invisible God;

3. The power of the beloved Son ---- create all things;

4. The person of the beloved Son ---- the head of the old creation and the new creation;

5. The connotation of the beloved Son ---- all fullness dwells in Him;

6. The achievements of the beloved Son ---- make peace;

D. The Way of Being Strengthened with all Might ---- Persevere to the End (v.23):

1. Continue in the faith ---- the inner life grows all the time; 

2. Grounded and steadfast---- the daily life is not moved; 

3. Be not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard ---- the service focuses on the gospel;

E. The Effect of Being Strengthened with all Might ---- Glory (v.24-29):

1. Fill up what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ;

2. Fulfill the word of God;

3. Reveal the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations;

4. Christ has become men’ hope of glory;

5. Present every man perfect in Christ Jesus;

Colossians Chapter Two                             

I. Content of the Chapter

Paul’s Expectations of the Church in Colosse

A. He has a great conflict for the church so as to establish their faith by the knowledge of Christ (v.1-7).

B. He exhorts them to beware lest they should be taken away by the heresy (v.8).

C. He points out the reasons why they have to beware ---- the church shall have part in the fullness of God in Christ only (v.9-12);

D. He shows that God has accomplished the foundation of enjoying the fullness of God for the church (v.13-15).

E. He expects them to hold fast that the substance of God’s fullness is Christ and let no one judge them on any ordinances or regulations (v.16-23). 

II. Verse by Verse Commentary

Col. 2:1 “For I want you to know what a great conflict I have for you and those in Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh,”

YLT: “For I wish you to know how great a conflict I have for you and those in Laodicea, and as many as have not seen my face in the flesh,”

The Background: “Laodicea”: it was big city at that time, which was less than eighteen km away from Colosse. The church in Colosse often kept in touch with the church in Laodicea (Col. 4:16).  

Literal Meaning: “I have for you and those in Laodicea”, apparently this epistle shall also be given to the church in Laodicea (see Col. 4:16). 

  This verse shows us how Paul cares for the difficult condition of the children of God in faith ---- he strives to pray for them with a mind of “contending” (1Cor. 9:25) and “fighting” (1Tim. 6:12; Phil. 1:30).

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Believers shall have conflict for themselves as well as for others.

2) A servant of the Lord should have the broad mind that “the whole world is my working land”, and even have conflict for those whom he has not seen without any discrimination.

3) If the concern of the preachers to believers is truly out of God, there will no personal prejudice.

4) He who has really burden in spirit must have conflict in his working. He who volunteers to do something may either be perfunctory or give up halfway. 

Col. 2:2 “that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ,”

YLT: “that their hearts may be comforted, being united in love, and to all riches of the full assurance of the understanding, to the full knowledge of the secret of the God and Father, and of the Christ,”

Meaning of Words: “be encouraged”: be comforted, be exhorted; “be knit together”: be joined together, be united together; 

Literal Meaning: “that their hearts may be encouraged”, here “encouragement” is more than comfort. Encouragement can inspire and strengthen men and restore men’s faith and morale. Paul encourages others by not only words but also his personal life and testimony of works (Col. 1:29-2:1). 

“Being knit together in love”, here, “knit” reveals that the body of Christ (the church) should be built in oneness (Eph. 4:16). Christians who live the life of faith shall not keep themselves clean and pure only, but have to establish contact with other believers. In the church, only the power of love produces the power of union. 

“And attaining to all riches of the full assurance of understanding”, this verse shows that the firm faith is from understanding. And the assured faith brings about the “true knowledge” ---- “the knowledge”. “Knowledge” leads to “assurance”. And “assurance” leads to “true knowledge”. And “true knowledge” leads to “firm assurance” (see v.5, 7). Therefore, “knowledge” and “assurance” complement each other 

“The mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ”, this “mystery” is in no wise the mysterious ceremony held in the heresy when someone joins them, but that the counsel of God’s redemption and administration of the kingdom is accomplished in Christ and fulfilled through the working of Christ (Eph. 1:3-12; 1Cor. 15:24-28; Col. 1:15-20). 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Various kinds of teachings may often make believers’ heart moved and even doubtful about the word of faith. Therefore, they need be comforted and exhorted and encouraged.

2) Besides the direct comfort and encouragement from God, believers shall also to comfort and encourage one another by words and works.

3) Prayers may mostly make believers comforted and encouraged in spirit.

4) Rationality leads to division, and yet love leads to union. The fundamental element of the oneness and building of the church is love, not rationality. If the love of one another in the church disappears, the church will be disassembled.

5) In the spiritual warfare, unity means power. An individual believer is too weak to defeat the enemy. Only when the church is knitted together in love, can the church resist the attack of the evil power.

6) Any member in the body can not exist separately. We should be united with other members. Once we are estranged from the church, we will become weak.

7) If believers treat one another in love, all will be encouraged on account of the Lord’s love and thus attain to more assurance toward the Lord. Therefore, it is not only faith produces love (Col. 1:4) but also that love confirms faith.

8) The faith of Christians is not blind faith, but sober faith with clear reasons. Such is faith is obtained by revelation through understanding. 

9) The more faith one has, the more Christ is he enabled to know. The more one knows Christ, the more is his faith established. 

10) To Christians, the mystery of God is no longer a hidden secret, but an open secret. Once we have entered into Christ, we are enabled to know this mystery.

Col. 2:3 “in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”

YLT: “in whom are all the treasures of the wisdom and the knowledge hid,”

Meaning of Words: “treasures”: deposit, wealth; “hidden”: secret, hid;

The Background: the heretical teaching in Colosse at that time held that man could be saved by the possession of “wisdom” with some special “knowledge”, which was known by only a small minority of them. Man had to go through great trials in this sect. And after he was regarded as faithful by the sect, such knowledge would be imparted to him. 

Literal Meaning: “wisdom”, it refers to the talent of discerning the facts. 

  “Knowledge”: translate the facts into the principles of life and works systematically through understanding and discernment;

  “Wisdom and knowledge”, both of them cannot be separated. 

  “All”: the whole, not a part; 

  This verse tells us that the wisdom of God and all the knowledge of His working are hidden in Christ. One can know the principles and works of God through Christ only and find them in Christ only. The heretical teaching emphasizes that men are saved by “wisdom and knowledge”. Paul here points that only those who are in Christ are able to have true wisdom and knowledge.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Christ is an all-inclusive treasury. He is the answer of every question. Therefore, the possession of Christ is the possession of the key of all questions. 

2) If one has the key but does not open the door to search out the treasures therein, his problem can still never be solved. Therefore, believers should still labor to seek more Christ and know more Christ. 

3) To know Christ is the only way of knowing God. The more knowledge of Christ is obtained by more experience of Him, not reasons or theories.

4) All the knowledge outside of Christ is vain knowledge and dead letter. 

Col. 2:4 “Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with persuasive words.”

YLT: “and this I say, that no one may beguile you in enticing words,”

Meaning of Words: “persuasive words”: enticing words; “deceive”: beguile, delude; 

Literal Meaning: “anyone”, possibly, the one that preached the heresy to them at that time was an eloquent one. 

  “Deceive”, it means being led astray by wrong teachings; 

  “Persuasive words”, it is a legal word in the original ---- a defense lawyer is able to persuade the judge by his eloquence so as to let a sinner free from the just sanction of the law. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Words pleasant to hear may not be true words, and may often make the hearers deceived unconsciously.

2) The heretical teachings is characterized by fair-sounding and mysterious and yet unpractical words.

3) The preachers should cut in a straight line the word of truth (2Tim. 2:15). Believers should not despise their speaking, but shall judge (1Thess. 5:20-21; 1Cor. 14:29).

4) The church should adhere to the truth, but not be deceived by any persuasive word. 

Col. 2:5 “For though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.”

YLT: “for if even in the flesh I am absent -- yet in the spirit I am with you, joying and beholding your order, and the stedfastness of your faith in regard to Christ;”

Meaning of Words: “steadfastness”: firmness; 

Literal Meaning: “good order”, it is military words, which mean that the army that are inspected are set in good order and keep rank. 

  “Steadfastness”, it is also a military term, which refers to the stern orderliness and awesome majesty.

  This verse indicates that the church in Colosse, in the face of the attacks of heretical teachings, were supposed to keep the military discipline of the spiritual army and be steadfast in faith so as to make the hearers rejoice. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Though we believers are separated physically, we shall remember one other in spirit (1Thess. 2:17).

2) The God that we believe is a God of order. Therefore, it is not only He makes the universe He created full of order but also that He rejoices that His church and saints walk decently and in order (1Cor. 14:40).

3) The church will be able to manifest good order only when focusing on Christ and keeping firm faith in Him. The church in disorder can not strive for the fight of truth for the Lord. 

4) If believers in the church submit ourselves to one another in fear of Christ (Eph. 5:21), there will be good order spontaneously.

5) How difficult to keep good order in the world at present. He who refuses to be contaminated by evil influences is yet despised. If we want to be steadfast in the faith of Christ, we shall pay the price.

Col. 2:6 “As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him,”

YLT: “as, then, ye did receive Christ Jesus the Lord, in him walk ye,”

Literal Meaning: “receive”: believe (see John 1:12);  

  “Christ Jesus the Lord”, this is the complete address to the Lord. “Lord” ---- He is the dominator who governs all things; “Christ” ---- He is the “Messiah” whom God promised to come to save the world; “Jesus” ---- He is the incarnated divine one;  

“Walk in Him”, there are three aspects of meaning: 1) walk according to His words (Matt. 7:24-27); 2) we shall do as He has done to us (John 13:15; 1John 4:17; Eph. 4:20); 3) He is the standard and principle of our walking (Col. 3:3, 11, 15, 17, 18, 23).

Christians always believe first and then walk, and therefore the life of faith is complete. 

“Received…walk”, the different tenses show that the former is transient and the latter is permanent and gradual, and the former is having received and the latter is maintaining, and the former is “He is of me” and the latter is “I am of Him”. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) We have received Christ Jesus as our “Lord”. We have to commit ourselves unto Him utterly and let us governed by Him.

2) Faith without works is dead (James 2:17, 26).

3) We are favored on account of believing the Lord’s words, and are blessed because of walking according to the Lord’s words (Matt. 7:24).

4) Believers have received Christ Jesus as the Lord because of faith and obedience, and shall live the life that “Christ Jesus is the Lord” by faith and obedience likewise.

5) What believers have received is the Lord Himself, not knowledge. Therefore, what we should obey in our life is the living Christ who lives in us instead of any customs, or teachings or traditions. And therefore we have to pay good attention to the working of His Spirit in us. 

6) He who hears the heretical teachings has just not “walked in Him” and has thus forsaken Christ.

7) Only when we live “in Him”, will we be able to have deeper union with Him and have the performance that believers are supposed to have in life. 

Col. 2:7 “rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.”

YLT: “being rooted and built up in him, and confirmed in the faith, as ye were taught -- abounding in it in thanksgiving.”

Meaning of Words: “establish”: confirm, stabilitate; “abound”: superabound, be in excess, excel;

Literal Meaning: “rooted”, it is just like the root of the tree that penetrates into the earth, which relates to the life of deep fellowship with the Lord. “Built”, it is like the building of the house that is built upward all the way from the foundation, which refers to the building of Christians’ personality. The former is the hidden part in Christians’ life and the latte is the manifest part in Christians’ life. 

  “Rooted and built up in Him”, Christians must be rooted in Christ and appropriate Him as the fountain and power of life, and regard Him as the foundation of the building (daily life and works) and manifest Him externally so as to resist the attacks of the rainstorm (Matt. 7:24-27). 

“And established in the faith”, the majority of Bible scholars hold that here “faith” is the object of being strengthened, which means that the faith becomes too assured to be moved. Here, it suggests that faith is established by being rooted and built in Him.

“As you have been taught”, the clearer we have known the truth we have received, the more our faith will be established. Faith comes from the knowledge of God. The more we know God, the firmer our faith will be. The one whose faith is mostly established is the one who has the best knowledge of God. 

“Abounding in it with thanksgiving”, it is like that the cup is full of water to overflowing. This verse unveils that we have deeply realized that it is due to the grace of God, not of our own strength, that our life is rooted and built and our faith is established, since we have clearly known the teachings of the truth we have received. Therefore, we are abundant in thanksgiving to God. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Believers shall take root downward in Christ first and then bear fruit onward.

2) In daily life, we may suffer temptations, afflictions, failures, diseases, persecutions etc. if our faith is not firm, we must be paralyzed. 

3) Firm faith is the origin of the abounding of thanksgiving. 

4) Every spiritual accomplishment of believers is out of the grace of God. Therefore, we should give our whole-hearted thanks to God for our growth.

5) The more one is spiritual, the meeker he will become. The pride of a man indicates that he has seldom experienced the grace of God.

6) He who is not zealous in seeking the Lord must give little thanks to God. He who gives little thanks to God must be cold to God and to spiritual things, at most neither cold nor hot.

7) Generally nine among ten are favored and yet do not give thanks (Luke 17:11-19). However, the biggest difference of believers from men in the world is the ever-increasing thanksgiving to God.

Col. 2:8 “Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ.”

YLT: “See that no one shall be carrying you away as spoil through the philosophy and vain deceit, according to the deliverance of men, according to the rudiments of the world, and not according to Christ,”

Meaning of Words: “philosophy”: love knowledge; “deceit”: delusion, deceivableness; “basic principles”: elements, constituent, something orderly in arrangement, rudiment; 

The Background: “the tradition of men”, the teachers of the intellectualism declared: their special teachings were dictated by Jesus in His flesh to a minority of men, through whom the teachings were continually dictated to another group of chosen men. . 

“The basic principles of the world”, the intellectualists held that among the constellations there was a kind of “supernatural spiritual power” (namely, one of the meanings of the basic principles) controlling men’s fate. Therefore, they paid much attention to the working of the constellations and set it as their principles in life. This is also the origin of “astrology” today. 

Literal Meaning: “philosophy”: the system of heretics that emphasizes on wisdom and concludes a series of self-justified philosophic theories;

“Empty deceit”, the heretical teaching is apparently reasonable. However, it has no reality of the truth, only a pack of lies, i.e. vain lies. 

“The tradition of men”, the mysterious secret handed down in some sects by pithy formulas;

“The basic principles of the world”, it indicates that the heretical teachings are secular, shallow and preliminary (Gal. 4:3, 9). 

“Cheat you”, “cheat”, it is used to describe the people of vanquished nation, who are brought to the victorious nation to be slaves to them. Here, it suggests that the heretical teaching may entrap men to deep destruction. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Satan uses various kinds of men or things to cheat men so as to ensnare many ignorant ones to be its slaves. And the sharpest weapon that Satan uses to attack our faith is heresy.

2) There are three characteristics of heresy: a) “not according to Christ”, though it mentions the Christianity, it preaches all that is nothing to do with Christ and even denies the salvation accomplished by Christ; b) “according to the tradition of men”, it is not according to the revelation of God in the Scriptures, but according to men’s thoughts and words; c) “according to the basic principles of the world”, it is apparently mysterious and subtle, but only preliminary general knowledge without any refined element after careful consideration. Therefore, it is full of contradictions and flaws

3) There is also a crisis in the church, i.e. not according to Christ, but according to man’s tradition, or worldly principles, capturing men away from Christ by creating something unbiblical and resorting to sensationalism.

4) If the research of and preoccupation with any theological knowledge has not led us to draw near and enjoy Christ, it has just fallen into the realm of Greek philosophy and relapsed into heresy.

5) If any knowledge or teaching goes against the basic truth of the Bible, it is in no wise the teaching of Christians.

Col. 2:9 “For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily;”

YLT: “because in him doth tabernacle all the fulness of the Godhead bodily,”

Meaning of Words: “Godhead”: divinity; “fullness”: make replete, be complete, be fulfilled; “bodily”: physically, corporately; “dwell”: house permanently, reside;

The Background: some heretical doctrines hold that it is insufficient to believe Jesus Christ only who is only a part of the fullness of the Godhead and the “fullness” can be attained to by adding some other divine things besides Christ. 

Literal Meaning: “for”, it shows that the words from verse nine to fifteen are the reason why Paul asks them to “beware” in verse eight.

  “Godhead”, it inner nature of God; 

  “The fullness of God”: the totality of God Himself and His divinity. 

  “Bodily”: manifest vividly so as to be easily understood; 

  This verse indicates that all the nature of the Godhead is in Christ. The incarnation of Christ makes all the fullness of the Godhead substantial, not abstract. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) One is able to have part in the disposition and life of God through Christ only.

2) He who has gained Christ has gained everything of God. He who has no Christ has nothing of God.

3) We are enabled to have concrete and real knowledge of the fullness of Godhead through the experience of Christ only. 

Col. 2:10 “and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.”

YLT: “and ye are in him made full, who is the head of all principality and authority,”

The Background: the heretics believe that there are all principalities and authorities in the spiritual realm, who are the important medium connecting God and men. Men are enabled to come to God through them only. 

Literal Meaning: note that the word “you” is mentioned three times from verse ten to twelve. And the three verses indicate how we have partaken in all the fullness of Godhead. 

  “You are complete in Him”, it means that the life and disposition of God have become the reality of men in Christ because of believing in Christ. 

“Who is the head of all principality and power”, here it especially refers to the angel. 

This verse points that it is quite enough for believers to have Christ. On one hand, there is abundant provision in Christ. And on the other hand, since He is the highest head of all principality and power, He can draw near to God directly without any medium. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The fountain of God’s life provides all the need of men richly.

2) As Christ wants nothing, even so must the inner life and daily life in Christ want nothing.

3) Once man has Christ, he needs no other principality or power. 

Col. 2:11 “In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ,”

YLT: “in whom also ye were circumcised with a circumcision not made with hands, in the putting off of the body of the sins of the flesh in the circumcision of the Christ,”

Meaning of Words: “put off”: divest, despoil, spoil; 

The Background: “circumcision”, it was a sign that God had made a covenant with His elect, the Israel (Gen. 17:10). The Jewish babies had to be circumcised eight days after birth. The heretical teachings may also cover the ritualism like circumcision, holding that men can be saved by circumcision. 

Literal Meaning: “be also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands”, it is the physical circumcision. 

“By putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ”: the true circumcision in spirit (Rom. 2:28-29). 

This verse shows that the true circumcision is not to remove the physical prepuce of man, but to deal with the passions and lusts that corrupt the flesh in Christ. 

Spiritual Meaning: “circumcision”, the spiritual meaning is dealing with the flesh or removing the intents and ability of sins of the flesh. Therefore, those who are physically circumcised and yet have not performed the real effect of circumcision in conversation are regarded not circumcised according to the Bible (Lev. 26:41; Jer. 6:10). 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Believers will immediately fail without Christ. “In Him”, it is the secret of our victory.

2) Men always tend to be fond of apparent and visible and tangible things or ceremonies. However, they may miss the true meaning that the ceremony represents.

3) Today, the principle of “the circumcision made with men’s hands” is also widely indoctrinated among the children of God, many of whom deal with the flesh by manual means. How lamentable!

4) We put off the troubles of the lusts of the flesh by Christ completely, not by our own struggle or our strict self-discipline. 

5) If man desires to fulfill the will of God by the flesh, it merely exposes the evil of his lusts of the flesh. 

Col. 2:12 “buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.”

YLT: “being buried with him in the baptism, in which also ye rose with through the faith of the working of God, who did raise him out of the dead.”

Meaning of Words: “baptism”: immersion; 

Literal Meaning: “buried with Him in baptism”, the “baptism” of believer manifests that he has been crucified with Christ and has been dead, so he has to be buried in water. “Burial” is the declaration of the fact of death, and the declaration of the conclusion of all the past. 

“Through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead”, it means that the “baptism” will be efficacious “through the working of God’s power and man’s faith” only. 

Spiritual Meaning: the spiritual meaning of the “baptism” is to let the flesh that committed sins in the past be buried “with Christ” unto death by faith in water (Rom. 6:3). Then the flesh will be no longer used by sins and thus believers are delivered from the world. Believers’ coming up from the water after baptism typifies that they are “raised with Christ” (Rom. 6:5-8) and become a new creature. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Baptism is not a kind of ceremony of joining the church, but a true experience of being delivered.

2) The burial of every believer by water does not mean a miserable end, but a new life full of hope.

3) No death, no life. If we have really died with Christ, we shall also live with him.

4) It is indeed the power of God that believers are dead and raised with the Lord through baptism. However, if the believer does not do in faith, the effect of the baptism cannot be perfected in him.

5) Believers experience the fact of deliverance by faith ---- be buried with Him (die with Him), and experience the fact of victory by faith ---- be raise with Him.

6) Our deliverance and victory are the effect of God’s working in us. Only His life can swallow the death, and only His life can raise us. 

Col. 2:13 “And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses,”

YLT: “And you -- being dead in the trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh -- He made alive together with him, having forgiven you all the trespasses,”

Meaning of Words: “trespass”: side-slip, go out of the way; 

Literal Meaning: the three verses from verse thirteen to fifteen show that how God makes us obtain the grace mentioned from verse ten to twelve. 

  “The uncircumcision of your flesh”: the corrupt and evil nature in our flesh;

  “Be dead”, it refers to the spiritual death: be senseless to God and strengthless to sins;

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) He who is dead has no strength. It is no wonder that many people were in thrall to moral corruption before believing the Lord.

2) Since God has forgiven all out transgressions, He will no longer pursue our sins in the past. 

Col. 2:14 “having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.”

YLT: “having blotted out the handwriting in the ordinances that is against us, that was contrary to us, and he hath taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross;”

Meaning of Words: “wipe out”: obliterate; “against”: adversary, contrary to; 

The Background: in the ancient times, the form of paper was papyrus made from the stem of reed or leather paper made from the skin of animals. Both of them were rather expensive, men would not waste them carelessly. And the ink in the old times was absent of acid, so it could not corrode the paper. And therefore it was easy to wipe out the words written on the paper. If man obliterates with a piece of sponge, the paper would become as clear as there is no previous writing on it. This is the origin of the words “wipe out”.
Literal Meaning: “handwriting of requirements”, a commercial term, which refers to the proof of being in debt written by the debtor; God does not command the Gentiles to keep the law, but writes the law in their heart (Rom. 2:14-15). If one has offended God, his conscience will feel that he has owed God as he has personally signed the proof. Therefore, the law has become “against” us and “contrary” to us, because it has accused us of our failure and exposed our debt to God. 

  “Taken it out of the way”, God has removed the accusation of the law against Christians.

“Having nailed it to the cross”, it means that the accusation of the law has no effect on believers since they have been crucified with Christ (Gal. 6:14).

What Christ has obliterated is not the law itself (Matt. 5:17) but the “curse of the law” (Gal. 3:13), namely, the part that men should be condemned if they are unable to keep. 

Col. 2:15 “Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.”

YLT: “having stripped the principalities and the authorities, he made a shew of them openly -- having triumphed over them in it.”

Meaning of Words: “disarm”: put off, spoil, divest wholly oneself; 

The Background: “disarm” and “triumph over”, the words are originally used to describe the scene of the victory of the Roman army. When they captivated the officers and soldiers of the defeated nation, they would disarm the weapons and uniforms of the enemies, and put them in the triumphant procession in order to show the complete defeat of the adversary and their own victory.
Literal Meaning: “principalities and powers”, it refers to all kinds of angels in a wide sense, and the evil power in the spiritual realm (Eph. 6:12). According to the context, it refers to the latter one. 

  “Triumphing over them in it”, the cross has paid all our debt and torn the debit instrument and crucified our flesh, and therefore it has become our boast (Gal. 6:14). 

Enlightenment in the Word: 　

1) The way of victory for believers is to know and experience the cross deeper. 

2) The cross has manifested its victory by wiping out the letter of the law (v.14) and leading captivity the power of darkness. In other words, the letter of the law may become the tool through which the power of darkness binds men. 

3) If we permit the principle of the letter of the law in the church, we have just indirectly permitted the enemy to have room in the church. Therefore, we have to sweep the poison of the religious letter out of the church and extirpate the shadow of all the letter or rules by the triumph of the cross so as to let all the children of God fully enjoy the liberty of the salvation of Christ. 

Col. 2:16 “So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths,”

YLT: “Let no one, then, judge you in eating or in drinking, or in respect of a feast, or of a new moon, or of sabbaths,”

Literal Meaning: “in food”, it refers to the rules of food, what can be eaten and what cannot;

  “Festival”, the festival rules every year;

  “New moon”, the first day of each month by lunar calendar; 

  “Sabbaths”, the rule every week; 

  “Let no one judge you”, it contains a meaning of “forcing you”. Therefore, it means “letting no heretic judge you”.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) One shall not turn to men and dare not stand for the truth because of the fear of men.

2) We shall not be easily swayed by the “unlawful” things in men’s sight and even by the “lawful” things in men’s sight.

3) Whether we are right or wrong, justified or unjustified lies in God’s judgment, not in men’s judgment. 

Col. 2:17 “which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ.”

YLT: “which are a shadow of the coming things, and the body of the Christ;”

Meaning of Words: “things to come”: coming; “substance”: body; 

Literal Meaning: the ceremonies, laws and customs in the Old Testament are merely description and revelation of the types of Christ. We have to pay attention to the bodily Christ. Since now Christ has come, if we still cling to the ceremonies, law and customs, we have just concentrated on details but forgotten the main purpose and failed to know their functions. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The real truth lies in Christ only. There is no truth without Him.

2) Believers should sort the priorities in spiritual pursuit, lest we should burn our house to get rid of the mouse. 

Col. 2:18 “Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind,”

YLT: “let no one beguile you of your prize, delighting in humble-mindedness and worship of the messengers, intruding into the things he hath not seen, being vainly puffed up by the mind of his flesh,”

Meaning of Words: “take delight in”: intend, please, love; “intrude into”: encroach, interfere, trespass; “vainly”: without a cause, groundless; “puffed up”: make proud, haughty, inflated; 

The Background: there is a kind of heresy holding that God is highly above men and men cannot worship God directly and therefore men shall please God through worshipping the angels in a humble mind.

  There is another kind of heresy thinking that they are above others, because they have practiced unto an excellent degree that they are enabled to see the vision which the common people cannot see. 

Literal Meaning: “in false humility”, it is not out of a true heart, but is the feigned humility. 

  “Cheat you of”, the word in the original means that a referee disqualifies an unlawful athlete and gets him tossed out of a game. 

  “Intruding into those things which he has not seen”, it relates to the desire and indulgence of the heretics towards the supernatural visions. 

  According to the appearance, those “who worship the angels” seem to be “humble”. However, in fact, they think only they themselves “have intruded into the angels which they have not seen” ---- only they are able to understand the spiritual mysteries, so they are “puffed up”. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Humility is the virtue of Christians. If it is presented without cause, it will be of no value.

2) The self-complacent humility is often false humility, and it is actually out of self-conceitedness. 

3) He who has earnest spiritual pursuit often makes a mistake ---- he considers himself as a holy one and yet despises others. 

4) There is never a self-righteous Christian who is a real good Christian.

5) Believers should pay attention to the truth more than their experiences, because our experience may be wrong, but the truth of God is always right.

6) If believers are satisfied with their experience in the past, they will not be increased in spirit.

7) Men’s religious zeal for the worship and service of God may be out of the fleshly mind and desire. 

8) The mind of the flesh is death and the mind of the spirit is life and peace (Rom. 8:6). 

Col. 2:19 “and not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the body, nourished and knit together by joints and ligaments, grows with the increase that is from God.”

YLT: “and not holding the head, from which all the body -- through the joints and bands gathering supply, and being knit together -- may increase with the increase of God.”

Meaning of Words: “hold fast”: seize, retain, lay hand on; “nourish”: supply;

Literal Meaning: “and not holding fast to the Head”: not seizing Christ any more and being attracted to turn to seek what is outside of Christ; 

  “Nourished and knit together by joints and ligaments”, it points that the head is the commanding center that joints all the parts of the body together and carries nutrient. Once the body is separated from the head, it will be of no life at all. 

“Grows with the increase that is from God”: increase with the increase of God; 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) “Not holding fast to the Head”, it is the secret of the increase of the whole body. If the church is separated from the head Christ, she will be in disruption.

2) The biggest fault of the common believers in the church today is holding fast one certain servant of God, or one certain aspect of truth or one certain kind of policy.

3) Every believer is able to have direct contact with Christ Himself without any intermediator.

4) The increase of believers lies in God, so men shall not uphold men (1Cor. 3:6-7).

5) The normal increase of Christians’ life is the increase of God in them. 

Col. 2:20 “Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the world, why, as though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to regulations--”

YLT: “If, then, ye did die with the Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances?”

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Believers have been delivered from the worldly things through the death with the Lord (Gal. 6:14).

2) The regulations of the world cannot rule the dead, for the dead cannot obey them. If a believer has the mind of keeping the regulations, it proves that he has not died with the Lord.

3) If man desires to keep any regulations, it shows that he is still under the control of the world. 

Col. 2:21 “"Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle,"”

YLT: “-- thou mayest not touch, nor taste, nor handle --”

Literal Meaning: “do not touch”, it especially refers to the controlling of the indulgence of the flesh in the heretical teaching (Col. 2:23), e.g. do not touch the member of the opposite sex;

“Do not taste”: abstain from meats (1Tim. 4:3), e.g. do not take alcohol; 

“Do not handle”: abstain from common things, e.g. food;   

Col. 2:22 “which all concern things which perish with the using--according to the commandments and doctrines of men?”

YLT: “which are all for destruction with the using, after the commands and teachings of men,”

Meaning of Words: “perish”: ruin, corrupt, destroy; 

Literal Meaning: “which all concern things which perish with the using”, it means that all these things are corrupted once they are used (Matt. 15:17). It is an irony that the living person shall even be controlled and manipulated by dead things. How ridiculous!

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Men’s “commandments” and “doctrines” often make believers unable to hear the words of God.

2) The “commandments” and “doctrines” that are not according to Christ cannot stand any test at all.

Col. 2:23 “These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh.”

YLT: “which are, indeed, having a matter of wisdom in will-worship, and humble-mindedness, and neglecting of body -- not in any honour, unto a satisfying of the flesh.”

The Background: the ascetics, one sect of the heresy, think men should take the body as a humble thing since it is evil ---- they have to scourge the body and let it suffer hunger and thirst and control the lusts of the body so as to achieve the purpose of their faith. 

Literal Meaning: “self-imposed religion”: the faith devised by men according to their own mind; 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The regulations are inefficacious, for the lusts of the flesh can not be bound by several regulations, but be dealt with on the cross.

2) Men’s commandments and doctrines often make the children of God “have an appearance of wisdom” only. However, they themselves suffer in the body ---- “neglect of the body”, and yet “of no value”. 

3) The liberty of Christians is not obtained by keeping the regulations or controlling their lusts, but by living with the Lord and letting the Lord reign in us. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

The Signs of the Faithfulness of the Church to the Lord

A. Have the mind of encouragement (v.2);

B. Be knit together in love (v.2);

C. Have the knowledge of Christ in truth (v.2-3);

D. Not be deceived by the persuasive words (v.4);

E. Keep the order as it is in the army ---- good order and steadfastness (v.5);

F. Walk in Him (v.6);

G. Be rooted and built in Him (v.7);

H. Abound with thanksgiving (v.7);

The Contrasts between Christ and the Heretical Doctrines

A. The First Contrast (v.1-7):

1. All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge hidden in Christ can establish men’s faith.

2. The heresy merely deceives men with persuasive words.

B. The Second Contrast (v.8-15):

1. All the fullness of the Godhead dwells in Christ bodily, which leads men into triumph.

2. The heresy is merely the empty deceit which makes men captivated.

C. The Third Contrast (v.16-19):

1. Christ is the substance of all types which make men increase.

2. What the heresy keeps is merely shadow, which cheats men of their reward.

D. The Fourth Contrast (v.20-23):

1. Dying with Christ delivers men from the bondage of regulations.

2. The death of the heretical regulations is of no value.

The Balanced Service of the Lord’s Worker toward the Saints (v.2)

A. Who encourages them to be hopeful toward themselves ---- their hearts may be encouraged;

B. Who encourages them to have love toward men ---- be knit together;

C. Who encourages them to have faith in God ---- because of the knowledge of Christ in truth; 

The Coherent Effects of Faith

A. Once man has the full assurance, he will truly know that the mystery of God is Christ (v.2).

B. Once man has the knowledge of Christ in truth, he will not be deceived and be more established in faith (v.3-5);

C. Once man has been established in faith, he will be more united with Christ and walk in Him and abound with thanksgiving (v.6-7).

How to Discern the Heretical Doctrines (v.8)?

A. Which present a series of seemingly subtle “philosophy”;

B. Which are actually empty “deceit”;

C. Which are “not according to the teachings of the truth of Christ”;

D. Which pay more attention to the theoretical doctrines imparted by the leaders;

E. If they are carefully analyzed, the elements of the world and superstition therein will be easily found.

F. If men are careless, they will be captivated by them.

The Characteristics of the True Circumcision (v.11)

A. It is not the circumcision made with hands, but “the circumcision of Christ”.

B. If is not external or physical, but internal and spiritual.

C. It is able to put off the body of the sins of the flesh.

What We Have Obtained in Christ

A. Put off the body of the sins of the flesh (v.11);

B. Bury with him and be raised with Him (v.12);

C. The forgiveness of all trespasses (v.13);

D. Be delivered from the handwriting of requirements (v.14);

E. Be divorced from the bondage of the power of darkness (v.15);

The Judgments of the Heretical Doctrines (v.23)

A. Have an appearance of wisdom ---- it is folly in fact; 

B. In self-imposed religion ---- it is not of God;

C. False humility ---- it is puffed up;

D. Neglect of the body ---- it is cruel; 

E. Be of no value against the indulgence of the flesh ---- be unable to control the flesh;

Be Rooted and Built up
A. The Meaning of Being Rooted and Built up (v.7):

1. In Christ ---- the realm of life;

2. Be rooted ---- the hidden aspect;

3. Be built up ---- the manifested aspect; 

B. The Help of Being Rooted and Built up ---- the Conflict of the Lord’s Workers (v.1):

C. The Profits of Being Rooted and Built up (v.2-5):

1. The hearts are encouraged;

2. Be knit together in love;

3. The full assurance;

4. The knowledge of the mystery of God;

5. Obtain all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge hidden in Christ;

6. So as not to be deceived;

7. Good order;

8. The steadfastness of the faith in Christ;

D. The Connotations of Being Rooted and Built up (v.6-7):

1. Walk in Him ---- live and act in Christ;

2. Be established in the faith ---- not be deceived or moved;

3. Be taught ---- be skilled in the word of righteousness;

4. Abound with thanksgiving ---- because of the knowledge of God’s will;

E. The Obstructions of Being Rooted and Built up (v.8):

1. Philosophy;

2. Empty deceit ---- politics

3. The tradition of men ---- religion;

4. The basic principles of the world ---- science; 

F. The Ways of Being Rooted and Built up (v.9-15):

1. The knowledge of all the fullness of the Godhead;

2. Obtain the fullness of Christ in Christ;

3. Experience the circumcision of Christ which puts off the body of the sins of the flesh;

4. Be dead, and buried and raised with Christ;

5. The triumph by the cross; 

G. The Life of Being Rooted and Built up (v.16-23):

1. Not stick to the regulations like food, or festival;

2. Not stick to things which one has seen ---- false humility and worship of angels;

3. Not be puffed up ---- hold fast to the Head and grow with the increase of God;

4. Not live according to the basic principles of the world ---- not according to the commandments and doctrines of men;

Colossians Chapter Three                             

I. Content of the Chapter

The Principles of Christians’ Victorious Life 

A. Set your mind on things above ---- enjoy the excellent life of Christ (v.1-4);

B. Put to death your members which are on the earth ---- die with Christ (v.5-9);

C. Put on the new man ---- manifest the life of Christ (v.10-11);

The Details of Christians’ Victorious Life

A. In the church life ---- let the peace of God rule in your hearts (v.12-15);

B. In the spiritual life ---- let the word of Christ dwell in you richly (v.16-17);

C. In the life of wife and husband ---- as is fitting in the Lord (v.18-19);

D. In the life of father and son ---- all things are well pleasing to the Lord (v.20-21);

E. In the life of the master and the bondservant ---- in sincerity of heart, fearing God (v.22-4:1);

II. Verse by Verse Commentary

Col. 3:1 “If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.”

YLT: “If, then, ye were raised with the Christ, the things above seek ye, where the Christ is, on the right hand of God seated,”

Literal Meaning: “then”, it shows that the encouragements in chapter three and four are based on the truth in chapter one and two. The teaching in life is always built on the foundation of the truth. 

  “If then…seek”, it is not doubtful, but right.

  “Be raised with Christ”, it means that one who has really believed the Lord will experience the transformation of life ---- he has died to sin and the world and lives unto God and spiritual things. 

  “Seek those things which are above”, “seek”: enquire, desire, pursue; it indicates that the pursuit of thins which are above is the manifestation of the one who has born again in life. “Those things which are above”: things that are heavenly and spiritual and of God; 

  “Where Christ is”, it unveils that “things which are above” are none other than things concerning Christ, who is the content and reality of all heavenly things. 

“Sitting”, it shows that He has fulfilled the will of God and rested. 

“The right hand of God”, it refers to the position that is honorable and glorious and powerful.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) As a true believer is a man of the heaven, he must seek things which are above.

2) Since we believers are saved by Christ, we shall also set Christ as the goal of our pursuit henceforth.

3) For where thy treasure is, there will be also thy heart (Matt. 6:21). If believers have truly cherished the Christ who is in the heaven, he will necessarily seek those things which are above.

4) Christians shall in their life focus on the ascended Christ and take Him as the origin of all provisions. The primary secret for believers to walk on the earth is gazing at the risen Christ in the heaven. 

5) The Lord Jesus has ascended into the heaven, sitting at the right hand of the Majesty on high and living to intercede for us (Heb. 7:25). We shall also approach the throne of grace with boldness (Heb. 4:14-16).

Col. 3:2 “Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.”

YLT: “the things above mind ye, not the things upon the earth,”

Meaning of Words: “set…mind on”: be disposed to; exercise the mind; 

Literal Meaning: “set your mind on”, things on which man is always setting his mind must be important things in his sight. Moreover, mind may influence man’s action. If what man minds is right, what he does will also be right. Therefore, Paul here points out that if man desires to seek things which are above, he shall firstly “set his mind on things above”. 

  “Not on things on the earth”, it does not mean that men should not think of things on the earth, but not often set their mind on things on the earth. “Things on the earth”: things that are of the world and of the material and of the flesh, as well as things that we need in life, which may not be sins; 

  Here, it seems that Paul is suggesting that the heretical teachings and regulations in chapter two are things on the earth.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The biggest difference between believers and men in the world lies in the mind. We may be dismissive of things that are important in the sight of men the world.

2) One shall firstly set his mind on things which are heavenly, and then he is enabled to lead a heavenly life, and vice versa. If any believer desires to lead a triumphant life, he has to always set his mind on things which are above.  

Col. 3:3 “For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.”

YLT: “for ye did die, and your life hath been hid with the Christ in God;”

Meaning of Words: “life”: spiritual life (zoe); “hidden”: conceal, keep secret; 

Literal Meaning: “for”, it points out the reason why believers ought to set their mind on things “which are above”. 

  “You died”, it means that the old man of the believer had been crucified with Christ on the cross. 

“And your life is hidden with Christ in God”, the death of believers with Christ is not the end, for they will be raised with Christ (Eph. 2:6) and obtain the new life that is of God. “
Hidden”: for the new life is invisible and intangible and beyond apprehension before men in the world. 

  “Hidden…in God”, this life is hidden in the divine realm and is an utter mystery of God. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Men in the world are unable to discern the difference between the life of Christians and that of the world, for the life of Christians is hidden.

2) Daily life is the manifestation of the inner life. Though the inner life is hidden, the nature and disposition of this life can be revealed by daily life.

3) Believers ought to live out the life of God and testify the glory of the Lord. Since men in the world today are unable to see the secret of God’s life, it is no wonder that they often despise or sneer at us.

4) Since we believers have entered into a higher level of life with Christ, our walking will also be improved into a higher level.

5) Since our life is “hidden with Christ in God”, we shall live with Christ in God.

6) God is in the heaven, and therefore all those who have been hidden in God should also live in the heaven rather than “set their mind on things on the earth” (v.2).

7) Our inner life is the life hidden in God, so we shall also live before God in our daily life. All the works of those Christians who live in this divine life are known by God, not men.

8) A true Christian neither declares nor recommend himself. Instead, he declares the gospel and recommends Christ. 

Col. 3:4 “When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.”

YLT: “when the Christ -- our life -- may be manifested, then also we with him shall be manifested in glory.”

Meaning of Words: “life”: the spiritual life (zoe); “appear”: manifest; 

Literal Meaning: “Christ who is our life”, it indicates that Christ who lives in believers has become the nature, origin and provision of believers’ spiritual life. 

“Appears”, it refers to the second coming of the Lord (1Tim. 6:14; 2Tim. 4:8; Titus 2:13; 1Pet. 5:4).

“Then you also will appear with Him in glory”, it indicates the fact that Christ is the life of believers is hidden now before men in the world. However, when the Lord comes again, believers shall appear with Him in glory (Rom. 8:19; 1Thess. 4:16-17; 2Thess. 1:7-10; 1Pet. 1:13). Then, this life will be utterly manifested in believers. At that time, we will be like Him (1John 3:2). And men in the world will see the reality of the life. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) He that has the Son has life. He that does not has the Son of God does not have life (1John 5:12).

2) Christ is not only honored in the heaven ---- who is the object of believers’ mind (v.1-2), but also lives in believers ---- who is the fullness of us. 

3) “Christ is our life”, which indicates: He is the origin of all the provision of us and the motive of our whole life.

4) It is the best way to wait for the Lord of setting our mind on the Lord all the time.

5) Though we are hidden and suffering today, we will appear with Christ in glory one day. Our hope is not here today, but in the future.  

6) Christ is the inner life of us, who is a life that is able to “appear”. Therefore, though we do not manifest ourselves, the inner life of us will spontaneously reveal Christ (2Cor. 2:14).

Col. 3:5 “Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.”

YLT: “Put to death, then, your members that upon the earth -- whoredom, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and the covetousness, which is idolatry --”

Meaning of Words: “put to death”: deaden, mortify; “fornication”: harlotry; “uncleanness”: impurity; “passion”: inordinate affection; “evil desire”: concupiscence, longing for what is forbidden; “covetousness”: greediness, fraudulency, avarice; 

Literal Meaning: “put to death”, it is imperative, which shows that it is the responsibility of believers and they need to do it with their will.  

  “Members which are on the earth”, on one hand, the physiological need and the requirement of food ---- believers ought to “buffet their bodies, and lead them captive” (1Cor. 9:27) so as to restrict the physical need. On the other hand, the “members which are on the earth” also relate to the old men who were defeated by the lusts (Eph. 4:22). Therefore, believers should “reckon themselves dead to sin” and let not sin reign in our mortal body, neither yield your members instruments of unrighteousness to sin (Rom. 6:11-13; Gal. 5:24). 

  1) “Fornication”, it generally refers to the improper sexual relationship outside of marriage; 

2) “Uncleanness”, it relates to all the things that may defile man’s ears, thoughts, emotions, and faith etc., including all the evil and unclean lusts; 

3) “Passion”: the inordinate affection or lust, especially the inclination of homosexuality (Rom. 1:26-28); 

4) “Evil desire”: the evil lust that is out of control;

5) “Covetousness”: the insatiable possessive instinct, including the endless greed for money and sex etc. 

“Covetousness, which is idolatry”, covetousness entices men to turn away from God and seek things outside of God, thus enslaving men unconsciously. Therefore, covetousness is idolatry. 

The heretical doctrine demands men to control the lusts of the flesh, but it is of no value at all (Col. 2:23). However, why does Paul ask believers to “put the members on the earth to death”? The difference lies in that the former asks men to control the inner lusts by keeping the regulations from the outer conversations, and the latter suggests that believers shall firstly be changed in the mind (soul) through God’s life in our spirit and unto the members. The heresy teaches from exterior to inner. And Paul’s teachings are from inner to exterior.  

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) We are unable to put the members on the earth to death through our own struggle, but through the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:13).

2) The Spirit of life has set us free so that we need no longer walk according to the flesh (Rom. 8:2, 5).

3) If we gaze on Christ and live in the life of Christ, we will touch Christ and the cross will surely put our natural and fleshly experience to death.

4) If one who has not touched Christ desires to have the experience of the cross, it must be artificial. If one who has no experience of the cross declares to have touched Christ, it must be of the knowledge and letter in the head. 

5) The lusts of avarice in one’s inner heart is the root of all evil (1Tim. 6:10). He who is covetous will be enticed to leave the Lord sooner or later, for money may rob his heart, time and even life. 

Col. 3:6 “Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience,”

YLT: “because of which things cometh the anger of God upon the sons of the disobedience,”

Meaning of Words: “wrath”: anger, indignation; “coming upon”: appear, come; “disobedience”: disbelief, unbelief, rebellion; 

Literal Meaning: “the wrath of God”, the righteous God must maintain His righteousness, so He cannot but do justice toward those who have violated His righteousness. 

“Coming upon”, it must happen in the future; 

“The sons of disobedience”, it shows that they are totally disobedient to God by nature, so they always lead the life that is against the will of God. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) If believers do not obey God today, they will not escape from the chastening of God on that day.

2) Everything that hinders us from obeying God should be dealt with today.

Col. 3:7 “in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them.”

YLT: “in which also ye -- ye did walk once, when ye lived in them;”

Literal Meaning: “when you lived in them”: the living environment before we were saved; 

  “In which you yourselves once walked”, it refers to believers’ conversations before they were saved that sinned against God; 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) It is natural of drifting with the current. The environment of man’s life often affects their walking. But the problem is that once men have got used to the evil living environment, they will be unconscious of the fault therein.

2) Though men need not to be responsible to their living environment, they have to be in charge of their walking. 

3) The church in the world is a clear stream among the muddy water. If she is unable to provide good environment and example to believers, believers will fall into many failures.

4) The church shall in no wise compromise with the world (e.g. in view of the social tides, some churches dare not to condemn the homosexuality according to the truth in the Scriptures and even accept the homosexual persons. It is wrong).

Col. 3:8 “But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth.”  

YLT: “but now put off, even ye, the whole -- anger, wrath, malice, evil-speaking, filthy talking -- out of your mouth.”

Meaning of Words: “put off”: put away, cast off, pay apart; “anger”: violent passion, fury; “wrath”: indignation, fierceness; “malice”: malignity, naughtiness; “blasphemy”: evil speaking, vilification; “filthy language”: vile conversation, shameful words; 

Literal Meaning: “but now”, it is opposite to “when you lived…” in verse seven, which indicates that you have believed the Lord Jesus now and have become men of the heaven. 

  “You…put off all these”, the condition of man decides the condition of his life. Since we believers have become men of the heaven, we shall no longer live the earthly life. “All these”, they are the manifestations of “the members on the earth” in verse five. 

  “Anger”: the violate passion or fury explodes suddenly; 

“Wrath”: it is a kind of hurtful emotion accumulated and hidden in one’s inner heart; 

“Malice”: the despicable nature out of the evil heart for the purpose of hurting others; 

“Blasphemy”: vilify men with evil words in an insulting and derisive attitude;

“Filthy language out of your mouth”: the shameful words that may defile the heart of the hearers; 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The nature of life decides the walking by this life. If we believers desire to forsake the evil and corrupt deeds, we have to live by the life of God, not that of the old men.

2) Resentment and wrath are easily to destroy the human relationship.

3) For of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks (Matt. 12:34). The anger and wrath and malice in one’s inner heart will lead to the external blasphemy and filthy language out of your mouth.

Col. 3:9 “Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds,”

YLT: “Lie not one to another, having put off the old man with his practices,”

Meaning of Words: “put off”: divest wholly oneself, despoil; “deeds”: practice, acts; 

Literal Meaning: “do not lie to one another”, trust is the primary element of the harmony of interpersonal relationship. Lie may cause doubt and distrust, and it remains the barrier to the oneness of the church. 

“Since”, it reveals that the discredited virtues listed in verse five and eight and nine are just the “the old man with his deeds”. The old man is the corrupted nature of the believer before he was saved ---- he carries three big problems: the corruption of the mind, the fornication of the body and the evil speaking of the mouth;  

 “Have put off the old man with his deeds”, this is an objective fact accomplished when believers were crucified with Christ. However, it does not mean the old life is no longer in believers. The divine life of the new man and the corrupted life of the old man in each believer often strive and war against one another (Rom. 7:18-25; Gal. 5:16-24). Therefore, the accomplished objective fact shall become the subjective experience of each believer through his cooperation and obedience. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Believers shall forsake not only the obvious lies but also the ambiguous words which may leave a wrong expression to others.

2) Lie is the deed of the old man. And honesty should be a sign of the life of Christians. 

Col. 3:10 “and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him,”

YLT: “and having put on the new, which is renewed in regard to knowledge, after the image of Him who did create him;”

Meaning of Words: “put on”: invest with clothing, clothe with, array; “new”: regenerate, fresh; “knowledge”: acknowledge, full discernment, recognition; “renew”: renovate; “image”: form, likeness; 

Literal Meaning: “have put on the new man”, both “have put off” (v.9) and “have put on” show that they are accomplished facts. “New” means fresh and youthful ---- it is newness as regards time; “have put on the new man”, when believers are raised with Christ, they are united with Christ in the likeness of His resurrection so as to walk in newness of life (Rom. 6:4-5). 

“Who is renewed in knowledge”, “in knowledge”, it is not only knowledge in head but also the full knowledge of God in spirit. “Renewed”, it refers to the intrinsic newness. 

“Be renewed in knowledge”, it relates to the metabolism of the new life is simultaneous with its growth with the increase of the knowledge of God. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) “Have put on the new man”, it is an accomplished fact in our spirit. However, it has not reached unto our soul and body, so we have to be renewed.

2) The renewal of the new man is mainly in the realm of the mind. Therefore, the mind of believers should be renewed and transformed (Rom. 12:2).

3) The more believer knows of God, the more his inner new life will be increased and the more his daily life of the new man will be like the Lord. 

Col. 3:11 “where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all.”

YLT: “where there is not Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, foreigner, Scythian, servant, freeman -- but the all and in all -- Christ.”

Literal Meaning: “where”: in the new man, or in the deeds of the new man;

  “There is neither Greek nor Jew”, there is no difference in race;

“Circumcised nor uncircumcised”, there is no difference in religion; 

“Barbarian, Scythian”, there is no difference in culture; “barbarian” refers to those who were ignorant of the Greek culture and unable to speak Greek; “Scythian”, it relates to the violent and uncivilized tribes who dwelt in the Caucasian hill, namely, those who were mostly barbaric; besides, it also relates to the Zecothia in Greek classics, who were highly civilized and respected. 

“Slave nor free”, there is no difference in social status (class). “Slave”: those who are sold to others and have no longer freedom; 

“But Christ is all and in all”, it contains rich meanings: 1) believers become totally different, for they are replaced by Christ; 2) Christ is the external manifestation of believers and the internal fullness in believers; 3) Christ is the sum of the gross needs of believers. Once one has obtained Christ, he has obtained all; 4) Christ works in the environment and heart of believers so as to enable them to experience by the external circumstance and internal guidance; 5) all is for Christ and unto Christ; 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Anything or anyone outside of Christ is of no significance. What is most important is whether we have given the priority to Christ in everything of us.

2) The differences of believers in the status, backgrounds, educational attainment or habits of life in the past are not allowed to bring into the church life, for all of them are unworthy of the new man.

3) If the church gives much place to anyone or anything or knowledge or teaching or work or system outside of Christ, the church has fallen into corruption and lost the reality of the church.

4) Christ is all and in all in the new man. The natural man has no status at all. 

Col. 3:12 “Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering;”

YLT: “Put on, therefore, as choice ones of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humble-mindedness, meekness, long-suffering,”

Meaning of Words: “elect”: chosen, favorite; “holy”: sanctified unto God; “put on”: clothe with; “tender mercy”: compassion, pity; “kindness”: moral excellence, goodness; “humility”: modesty, humiliation of mind; “meekness”: gentleness; “longsuffering”: patience, longanimity; 

Literal Meaning: “therefore”, it points that the conducts of believers should be according to the nature of the new man, not that of the old man. 

“As the elect of God”, the election of God is supposed to be the reason why believers shall have the life of the new man. 

“Holy and beloved”, it indicates that the elect of God are those who are beloved by God (Rom. 11:28) and are separated from the world unto God Himself. 

“Put on”, it means that believers have to manifest the following characters in their walking: 

1) “Tender mercies”, one shows his compassion for men in spite of their undeserved conditions. 

2) “Kindness”, be kind and good to others; 

3) “Humility”, have right judgment on oneself, namely, “esteeming the other as more excellent than oneself” (Phil. 2:3); 

4) “Meekness”, be gentle without any harm to others; 

5) “Longsuffering”, be able to suffer the harm of others to oneself; 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) “Tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering”, all of them are just the rich manifestation of the nature of God as well as that of Christ Himself.

2) The secret of the interpersonal relationship of believers after they are saved is to let the mind of Christ Jesus be in them (Phil. 2:5). 

Col. 3:13 “bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do.”

YLT: “forbearing one another, and forgiving each other, if any one with any one may have a quarrel, as also the Christ did forgive you -- so also ye;”

Meaning of Words: “complaint”: blame, quarrel; “bear”: hold oneself up against, put up with; “forgive”: grant as a favor, pardon;

Literal Meaning: “if anyone has a complaint against another”, it indicates that there may be unsatisfactory conditions or complaints caused by misunderstands or faults in the corporate church life.  

  “Bearing with one another”, one shall not bear a grudge against anyone because of his fault.

  “And forgiving one another”, forget the complain instead of keeping it;

  “Even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do”, we shall forgive men as the Lord Jesus did (Matt. 18:21-35; Eph. 4:32). 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) What the church shall bear and forgive is the “complaint against another”, but sins or heretical doctrines. The church shall be in no wise generous to sins and heretical doctrines.

2) Sometimes we say we forgive others, but we may not forget the debts of them. However, the forgiveness of the Lord is forgetting all and blotting out all and searching nothing in the past at all.

Col. 3:14 “But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection.”

YLT: “and above all these things, love, which is a bond of the perfection,”

Meaning of Words: “love”: the divine love; “bond”: joint tie, ligament; “perfection”: completeness;

The Background: the garments that people in the ancient times wore were large and slack, so they had to gird themselves after they had dressed. Thus, they could walk and work freely. If one had not girt himself, such dress might cause troubles or inconvenience to his walking. 

Literal Meaning: “love is the bond of perfection”, it means that love is like the belt that makes the whole dress next to the skin. Love connects and promotes other virtues and makes them meaningful, thus perfecting the amiable interpersonal relationship. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) All the virtues of believers are based on and connected by love.

2) Love binds Christians and makes them unto perfection gradually. 

3) Love not only lets us not envy the good virtues of others, but also binds the virtues of others, thus making all the virtues become the powerful testimony of the church.

Col. 3:15 “And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful.”

YLT: “and let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also ye were called in one body, and become thankful.”

Meaning of Words: “rule”: arbitrate, govern; “thankful”: well favored, grateful; 

Literal Meaning: “let the peace of God rule in your hearts”: let the peace of Christ preside and arbitrate in all our walking and deal with others according to this principle of peace. “The peace of Christ”, it is a mind of peace and rest in us since Christ abides in us.   

“To which also you were called in one body”, it means that Christians are called into the body of Christ for the purpose of manifesting Christ is the lord of the whole body. All the difficulties in the life of the body (the church life) are caused by the disobedience of the members to the guidance of the head, and thus disharmony appears among the members. 

“And be thankful”, be grateful; man’s gratitude is the admission of God’s grace and that all the goodness is from God. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) If one is able to live in Christ, he will necessarily have peace in him.

2) The true rest is to let the peace of Christ preside in one’s heart.

3) Judgments in both individual and corporate life are not decided by whether it is right, but whether there is peace.

4) Believers are able to walk forward in conversation when there is peace in them. Once we have not found peace, we should stop in any case.

5) “Let the peace of God rule in your hearts”, the word “let” shows that we are responsible to “let” the peace of Christ rule and work in us. If we do not “let”, we will have no peace.

6) Believers are called “in one body”. If all the members are isolated from one another and do not act in concert with each other, the body must suffer loss. Therefore, one shall not go his own way in the church, but obey the guidance of Christ in everything. 

7) Oneness is highly important for the church life. And the way of keeping oneness lies in the obedience of the members to the arbitration of the Head Christ ---- one does not seek his own will in everything, but seek peace and gratitude in his heart.

8) Knowledge makes men divided. And Christ makes men united ---- the oneness of the church does not lie in knowledge or argument, but in the condition that Christ presides in everyone. 

9) In the church, we shall be at “peace” with one another and be filled with “gratitude” towards God.

Col. 3:16 “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.”

YLT: “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing each other, in psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs, in grace singing in your hearts to the Lord;”

Meaning of Words: “word”: utterance; “dwell”: abide, inhabit; “spiritual songs”: songs out of spirit, spiritual regeneration; “admonishing”: exhort, put in mind;

Literal Meaning: “the word of Christ”, it refers to the word and teachings of Christ, namely, the Holy Bible; 

“Psalms”, it refers to the psalms in the Old Testament, which were sung with the accompaniment of the musical instruments at that time.

“Hymns”: songs, by which the saints praised and worshiped God. 

“Spiritual songs”: impromptu songs with rhythms composed by believers in the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 

    “With grace in your hearts”, be grateful from the bottom of one’s heart; 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The fullness of Christ is in His word. Therefore, the more the word of the Lord abides in the heart of believers, the more fullness of the Lord shall they obtain.

2) The word of Christ is life (John 6:63). As long as man lets the word abide and produce in his field of heart, there will be necessarily full fruit (Matt. 13:8, 23).

3) Only when the mind of believers is governed by “the word of Christ” (the word of God), can they have right conversations. Therefore, we shall let the word of God richly dwell in us.

4) If the wisdom of believers is applied to remember the Lord’s word, it will be of the most value. 

5) Christians ought to teach and admonish one another, but it should be done is “wisdom”. Though the teachings and admonishments are out of good will, if there is lack of wisdom, they may produce opposite results.

6) Believers shall teach and admonish one another by both words and songs.

7) The praises in one’s mouth shall be worthy of the gratitude in one’s heart. If praise is not out of one’s heart, it will be of no value before God. 

8) The object of believers’ praise is God. Only God Himself is worthy of our praise. If believers praise any giant man or any great achievement, they have not given the glory worthy of God to Him. 

Col. 3:17 “And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.”

YLT: “and all, whatever ye may do in word or in work, all things in the name of the Lord Jesus -- giving thanks to the God and Father, through him.”

Literal Meaning: “whatever you do”, it refers to the whole life of Christians, including the favorable and unfavorable circumstances, joy and sorrow. 

“In word or deed”, all the performances of Christians in daily life are in words and deeds. 

“Do all in the name of the Lord Jesus”, there are several aspects of meaning: 1) rely on the power of the Lord, for there is power in the name of the Lord; 2) rely on the authority of the Lord, for the name of the Lord is authority; 3) represent on the will of the Lord; 4) on behalf of the Lord Himself, for living in the Lord means being united with Him; 

This verse exhorts believers to do everything as before God and with the mind of gratitude to God and do everything by the Lord through obedience and for the Lord. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Do not say any word that cannot be spoken in the name of the Lord. Do nothing that cannot be done in the name of the Lord. 

2) The principle of believers’ life is not based on reasons, but on whether it is done in the name of the Lord and whether it is enabled us to give thanks to God.
3) No one shall be saved without knowing the name of the Lord. And no believer will be truly used by the Lord without knowing the power of Lord's name. 
3) The name of the Lord Jesus Christ is a name given to man now (Act 4:12). The Lord has entrusted Himself to us in this name to us, so we should do everything in His name.

    4) Everyone may dislike those who are ungrateful, yet we ourselves often overlook to give thanks.

Col. 3:18 “Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.”

YLT: “The wives! be subject to your own husbands, as is fit in the Lord;”

Meaning of Words: “submit to”: obey, subordinate; “fitting”: attain to, proper; 

Literal Meaning: “wives, submit to your own husbands”, it does not mean the position of the wives is not equal to that of the husbands, because: 1) there is no difference between male and female in Christ (Gal. 3:28); 2) there is no partiality (v.25). 

  Here, it means that the Lord’s appointment to the wife is different from that to the husband: 1) as far as the function is concerned, the husband typifies Christ, and the wife typifies the church (Eph. 5:23-24), so the church ought to submit to Christ. 2) As far as the natural gift is concerned, generally speaking, male is relatively decisive, and female is more irresolute; male tends to be rational and female tends to be emotional; male is strong ---- who likes to take the responsibility of protection and provision in a family, and female is careful ---- who is fond of being responsible to take care of and comfort the children; Therefore, it is proper that the wife submits to the husband. 

“Submit”, the word in the original focuses on “submission” in the inner heart, not the external actions. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) “Submit” is a neutral verb, which means being willing to submit. The submission of the wife is not fiercely commanded by the powerful husband.
2) Many wives can submit to other women’ husbands and say those husbands are good, but are able to submit to their own husbands.
Col. 3:19 “Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them.”

YLT: “the husbands! love your wives, and be not bitter with them;”

Meaning of Words: “love”: the divine love; “bitter”: be make bitter;

Literal Meaning: “love your wives”, it is “love”, not “rule over” (Gen. 3:16). Love is the secret of making men submissive in hearts. 

“And do not be bitter toward them”, love is unselfishness. Love is considering others. He who really has love will never make his wife bitter. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The love of the husband to the wife should not be an occupying love, but a sacrificial one.
2) A sacrificial love never demands anything from others, but seeks to give to others.
3) The unselfish love of the husband must encourage the wife to obey. The husband who really loves his wife will even sacrifice himself for the happiness of his wife.

4) The obedience of the wife and the love of the husband are seemingly different, but their origin is the same ---- deny oneself. Only those who are able to deny themselves can have true submission and true love. 

Col. 3:20 “Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord.”

YLT: “the children! obey the parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord;”

Meaning of Words: “obey”: be obedient to, hear under; “well pleasing”: acceptable, fully agreeable;

Literal Meaning: “all things”, all things that do not go against the principles of God (Acts 5:29). 

  “Obey your parents”, “obey”, it means hearing under and paying attention to hearken to obey the commandments; 

  “This is well pleasing to the Lord”, the parents symbolize the origin of our life. Therefore, the obedience to the parents indirectly shows respect for God and is in obedience to God. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Whether it is pleasing to the Lord is the principle of believers’ walking and dealing with others. What is pleasing to the Lord, we do; and what is not pleasing to the Lord, we do not.

2) Except for the requirements that are not pleasing to the Lord (e.g. the parents ask the children not to believe the Lord, and ask them to do evil things etc.), the children should always obey them “in all things”.

3) All the Christians who do not obey their parents are Christians whom the Lord does not please.

Col. 3:21 “Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.”

YLT: “the fathers! vex not your children, lest they be discouraged.”

Meaning of Words: “provoke”: stimulate; “become discouraged”: spiritless, disheartened, dismayed;

Literal Meaning: “provoke your children”, it means that the excessive use of the elder status may stimulate the children and even stir up their anger.

“Lest they become discouraged”: lack enterprise because of being disheartened; 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) A gentle attitude may make the children honor their parents and disposed to obey them. However, a stern and harsh attitude may provoke their children and deprave them.

2) If the elders often rebuke or beat the children, it will make the children lose confidence in their own judgment and dare not to choose and even become disheartened. After they have grown up, they may have deep sense of inferiority. 

Col. 3:22 “Bondservants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God.”

YLT: “The servants! obey in all things those who are masters according to the flesh, not in eye-service as men-pleasers, but in simplicity of heart, fearing God;”

Meaning of Words: “bondservants”: slaves; “obey”: hear under; “eyeservice”: sight-labor, that needs watching; “sincerity”: singleness, generosity, bountifulness; “fear”: frighten, reverence; 

Literal Meaning: “masters according to the flesh”, it refers to the relationship because of the flesh. In the old times, the masters held the power of life and death of the slaves. Though there is no such kind of masters at present, the “masters” can be used to refer to the employers or bosses. 

“With eyeservice”, it means that the servants work only when they are visible to the eyes of the masters. Once they are out of the masters’ sight, they will stop working and be idle. 

“As men-pleasers”, the servants only please the masters according to the flesh, not the Lord in the heavens. 

“But in sincerity of heart, fearing God”, the eyes of the Lord in the heavens are everywhere and even search the hearts and try the reins. Therefore, the servants do not work perfunctorily but work in sincerity of heart without any deceit or falsehood for fear of not pleasing the Lord. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Believers should stand in their own positions before the hirers or superiors. To whom honor, honor; to whom obey, obey;

2) Believers should not work without any sense of responsibility, but do their best for the sake of fearing the Lord.

Col. 3:23 “And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men,”

YLT: “and all, whatever ye may do -- out of soul work -- as to the Lord, and not to men,”

Literal Meaning: “whatever you do”, all things that are irrelevant to sins; 

“Do it heartily”, it is done in “sincerity of heart” (v.22) as well as with diligence. 

“As to the Lord and not to men”, the works of believers shall be regarded as to be distributed by the Lord and done for the Lord.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The works of Christians have no difference between “secular” and “sacred” works. If believers do the works for the Lord, all their works are for the Lord.

2) If Christians work irresponsibly perfunctorily, it may humiliate the Lord.

Col. 3:24 “knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ.”

YLT: “having known that from the Lord ye shall receive the recompense of the inheritance -- for the Lord Christ ye serve;”

Meaning of Words: “receive”: take, take aside; “inheritance”: heirship, possession; “reward”: requital; “serve”: be a slave to, be in bondage; 

The Background: according to the Roman laws, the slaves had no right to inherit any inheritance. Paul had a mind to reveal the difference of the Christians bondservants from general bondservants.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Believers who work on the earth not only receive the wages today but also obtain the reward of inheritance in the future. How can we not work with diligence?

2) All the works believers are doing are seemingly done for others, but actually “they are services to the Lord Christ”. Once we have known of this, everything in our hand will become rather meaningful.

3) Believers who do the works in the world are able to receive the reward from the Lord, let along the service to God in the church!

4) Since we serve the Lord Christ, we shall seek the will of the Lord in everything instead of serving according to our natural zeal, or fleshly judgment or respect of persons.

Col. 3:25 “But he who does wrong will be repaid for what he has done, and there is no partiality.”

YLT: “and he who is doing unrighteously shall receive what he did unrighteously, and there is no acceptance of persons.”

Meaning of Words: “do wrong”: be unjust, hurt, be an offender; “be repaid”: receive, carry off; “partiality”: respect of persons, favoritism; 

Literal Meaning: “but he who does wrong will be repaid for what he has done”, all those who have gone against the righteousness of God must be punished by the righteousness of God. 

“And there is no partiality”, it indicates that the Lord’s judgment is not according to the respect of persons, but according to the fact. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) He who “has done” something must “receive” something. However, will he “receive” punishment or reward? It will be decided by whether we have “done” right or wrong.

2) The judgment of righteousness or unrighteousness does not lie in men, but in the “Lord”. However, the Lord’s judgment is not according to the respect of persons, but according to men’s works. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

The Life of Christians

A. The characteristics of life ---- be raised with Christ (v.1);

B. The purpose of life ---- seek those things which are above (v.1);

C. The practice of life ---- set your mind on things above (v.2);

The Deeds of the Old Man

A. Fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, and idolatry (v.5);

B. Anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth (v.8);

C. Lies (v.9); 

The Differences that is Impossible among Christians (v.11)

A. The difference in race;

B. The difference in citizenship; 

C. The difference in language;

D. The difference in moral belief;

E. The difference in culture and education;

F. The difference in social status;

The Principles of the Life of Christians as Members in the Body

A. Christ is all and in all ---- there is no difference among one another (v.11);

B. Let the mind of Christ be in us ---- bear with one another, and forgive one another (v.13);

C. let the peace of God rule in us---- be called in one body (v.15); 

D. Let the word of Christ dwell in us richly ---- be taught and admonished by the Lord’s word (v.16); 

E. Do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, no matter in word or deed ---- be united with the Lord (v.17);

The Principles of Christians’ Life among People

A. Whether it is fitting in the Lord (v.18-19);

B. Whether it is well pleasing to the Lord (v.20-21);

C. Regard the Lord as the Lord of all the people (v.22-23);

D. Know that the Lord is a Lord who rewards or punishes according to justice (v.24-25);

Put on the New Man

A. The Foundation of Putting on the New Man (v.1-4);

1. Be raised with Christ;

2. Seek those things which are above;

3. Life is hidden with Christ in God;

4. Partake of the glory with Christ in life;

B. The Principles of Putting on the New Man (v.5-11);

1. Put to death your members which are on the earth;

2. Have put off the old man with his deeds;

3. Be renewed in knowledge;

4. Regard Christ as all; 

C. The Manifestations of Putting on the New Man ---- tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering (v.12);
D. The Attitudes of Putting on the New Man ---- bearing with one another, and forgiving one another (v.13);
E. The Inner Conditions of Those who Have Put on the New Man (v.14-15);

1. Love is the bond of perfection;

2. Let the peace of God rule in your hearts;

3. Be thankful;

F. The Ways of Putting on the New Man (v.16-17);

1. Receive the word of Christ with all wisdom;

2. teaching and admonishing one another
3. Do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, no matter in word or deed;

4. Give thanks to God the Father through Christ;

G. The Details of Putting on the New Man (v.18-25);

1. Be wives and husbands in the Lord;

2. Be children and parents according to what is well pleasing to the Lord;

3. Be bondservants and masters in the fear of the Lord;

Colossians Chapter Four                             

I. Content of the Chapter

The Principles of Christians’ Life

A. How the masters deal with the bondservants (v.1);

B. How to pray (v.2-4);

C. How to deal with those who are outside (v.5);

Introductions, Greetings and Exhortations

A. Concerning Tychicus and Onesimus (v.7-9);

B. Concerning Aristarchus, Mark and Justus (v.10-11);

C. Concerning Epaphras (v.12-13);

D. Concerning Luke and Demas (v.14);

E. Concerning the church in Laodicea and Nymphas (v.15-16);

F. Concerning Archippus (v.17);

G. Paul’s salutation by his own hand (v.18);

II. Verse by Verse Commentary

Col. 4:1 “Masters, give your bondservants what is just and fair, knowing that you also have a Master in heaven.”

YLT: “The masters! that which is righteous and equal to the servants give ye, having known that ye also have a Master in the heavens.”

Meaning of Words: “just and fair”: equitable, equal and right; 

Literal Meaning: “give your bondservants what is just and fair”: deal with the bondservants in an equitable, fair and equal manner; 

“Knowing that you also have a Master in heaven”, it means that the masters shall deal with the bondservants equally for the sake of not only the law on the earth but also the Lord in heaven ---- He is the Lord of all, to whom the masters will give their account. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The meaning of “equality” in Christianity is deeper and more practical than “that” in the law or human relationship. Therefore, only in the Lord there is true “equality”.

2) The reign of Christ is the bulwark of the righteousness and liberty among men. Where there is no Christ, there is no true righteousness. Where there is no Christ, there is no true liberty.

3) The masters shall treat their bondservants justly and fairly. And the masters are neither allowed to focus their eyes on individual profits without thinking of the servants, nor treat them dishonestly or dock their wages. 

4) Man’s power and wealth are of God. Therefore, every man should give his account to God concerning how he uses power and wealth.

5) We should honor men’s right of life. Though “what we have” are different, it is the same of “what we are”. No matter the masters or the bondservants, both of them are created by God.

6) No man can interrupt a mighty and wealthy man with how he uses his power and wealth. Therefore, such man tends to abuse his power and wealth. This is the danger of him.

7) If you are kind to others, God will be kind to you. He is a righteous God, and yet never respects of persons. 

Col. 4:2 “Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving;”

YLT: “In the prayer continue ye, watching in it in thanksgiving;”

Meaning of Words: “continue earnestly”: be earnest towards, attend continually, continue, adhere closely to; “being vigilant”: keep awake, watch, be watchful; 

Literal Meaning: “continue earnestly in prayer”, keep steadfast and persevering in prayer without any slothfulness (Luke 11:5-13; Eph. 6:18). It unveils that the one who prays keeps confiding in God and waiting for the will of God all the time.  

  “In it”: in prayer;

“Being vigilant with thanksgiving”, “being vigilant”: do not let anything divide our heart; 

The whole verse means that we shall continue earnestly in prayer by watching and thanksgiving and be vigilant in thanksgiving. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) This verse points out the three key elements: perseverance, vigilance and thanksgiving. None of these three can be excluded.

2) Believers generally know about the importance of prayer. However, prayer is the matter mostly ignored in our individual life.

3) Prayer is not a casual matter, but a kind of persevering labor.

4) Prayer is not only a kind of spiritual fellowship or enjoyment, but also a kind of service.

5) Strictly speaking, prayer is also believers’ spiritual warfare in order to deal with the worst enemy, Satan. 

6) If we desire to continue earnestly in prayer, we have to be vigilant. Both of them are inseparable parts in spiritual life. If one is not watchful in prayer, he will be unable to continue in prayer or receive effects.

7) If one is too comfortable in his fleshly life and too smooth in his daily life, he may ignore prayers.

8) Thanksgiving is the main element in prayer. Thanksgiving cannot be missed in prayer, because when we have fellowship with God, we touch Him with thanksgiving. Once we give thanks, our spirit will become alive. 

9) If one has a grateful heart, his prayer will never be tedious or dreary. If one has a watchful spirit, he will not feel weary in prayer. 

10) This verse unveils the prayers that God pleases:

a) It is not only “prayer” for oneself but also “fellowship” with God.

b) It is continuous, so we have to “continue earnestly” in prayer.

c) It is not only done with mouth, but also with the whole heart, so we have to “be vigilant”.

d) It cannot be done by ourselves, but by God, so we have to “give thanks”.

Col. 4:3 “meanwhile praying also for us, that God would open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in chains,”

YLT: “praying at the same time also for us, that God may open to us a door for the word, to speak the secret of the Christ, because of which also I have been bound,”

Literal Meaning: “open to us a door for the word”, it means giving the chance to preach the word。

“To speak the mystery of Christ”, the operation and fulfillment of the eternal will of God are in Christ, so He is the content of the gospel. The mystery of Christ is opened and or revealed to men only when Christ is introduced and revealed to men.  

“For which I am also in chains”, Paul was imprisoned for the sake of preaching Christ. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Whether a preacher is able to fulfill his ministry is significantly connected with the prayers of common believers. Every believer has great responsibility for the growth of the church.

2) Paul prays for them firstly (Col. 1:3, 9) and then asks them to pray for him. He who is indisposed to pray for others is unworthy of asking others to pray for him.

3) Paul does not ask believers to pray for his own profit (e.g. the release of him), but for the preachment of the gospel. Therefore, the starting point of prayer is still for all, not for oneself.

4) We do not ask God to lighten or prevent the burdens of our works by prayers, but ask Him to enable us to fulfill the works entrusted to us.

5) Today, many believers are willing to support the life and works of the preachers by money, but only few are disposed to spare time to pray for the preachers. 

6) Though we have no eloquence to preach, if we are able to pray for the preachers, we have just partaken of their eloquence ---- prayer can dominate the gifts of God.

7) The earnest prayer of a believer who is of the least learning and lowest status can still fulfill great works. Therefore, every believer is able to have part in the building of the church through prayers for the Lord’s workers.

8) If God does not open the door for the word or give the chance for us to preach, we can do nothing. Moreover, even though the door for the word is open, we still need to pray to God.

9) Whether there is “opportunity” for the gospel is one thing, and whether one is able to “preach” the gospel is another one. And the “opening” of the gospel does not rely on the eloquence of men, but the gracious gift of God.

10) The word Paul shall “preach” is none other than “the mystery of Christ”. Today, what the preacher preaches is the gospel irrelevant to Christ ---- the social gospel etc. Paul says that is not gospel, but another gospel (Gal. 1:6-7).

11) Christ is the only gospel of men. Only if men in the world hear Christ, can they be delivered from sins or the world. Only when we Christians have heard more of Christ and known Him deeper, will we be saved from all the difficulties like the flesh, selves, the laws, the letter etc. so as to enter into the salvation deeper. 

12) Paul prays at the outset of this epistle (Col. 1:3), as well as in the end. The former is prayer for them, and the latter is the demand for them to pray for him. However, the center of prayer still remains in the gospel. The gospel is the theme of our prayers all our life.  

Col. 4:4 “that I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.”

YLT: “that I may manifest it, as it behoveth me to speak;”

Meaning of Words: “make manifest”: expose, reveal; 

Literal Meaning: “as I ought to speak”, speak not more or less; what he speaks is according to the true meaning of the right topic and explains the profound things in a simple way. 

  “It”: “the mystery of Christ”;

  “Make it manifest”, make it understood, or seen or revealed; 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The mystery of Christ cannot be utterly revealed by man’s words.

2) Even a gifted man like Paul finds it difficult to manifest the mystery of Christ with proper words, not to say the common preachers. Therefore, they should not preach flippantly without close reliance upon God. 

Col. 4:5 “Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time.”

YLT: “in wisdom walk ye toward those without, the time forestalling;”

Meaning of Words: “redeem”: buy up, ransom, rescue from loss; “time”: opportunity, season, occasion; “walk”: tread all around, follow, be occupied with;

Literal Meaning: “redeeming the time”, there are two aspects of meaning: 1) we have to pay the price to “buy up” the time that is spent in vanity and spend every hour well; 2) every hour is the “opportunity” given by God to us. We shall seize every opportunity to lead a meaningful life. 

  This verse encourages us to “seize the opportunity” to preach the gospel of Christ (see 2Tim. 4:2)

  “Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside”, “those who are outside”: the unbelievers outside of the church; the whole verse means that believers shall walk in wisdom among the unbelievers so as not to offend unbelievers or cause their misunderstanding.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The true wisdom of men is manifested in two points: one is making good use of time, and the other is having good contact with those who are outside.

2) Time is the best precious matter in the world. Once a quarter is passed,  a quarter is decreased. Believers shall not waste time, but shall redeem our time and devote it to the Lord.

3) Our spiritual life is not tomorrow, but the present. One who does not seize opportunity does not cherish the present. That is to say, if one is unable to meet God or serve God at present, he is the one who is of the least prosperity.

4) Someone says, “We would rather love the past than the present. Yesterday is over and tomorrow is not in our hands. Only the present is worthy to be loved.”

5) The best way of testifying the gospel for believers is their daily conversation (Phil. 1:27) and words (Col. 4:6). And the conversation of a believer is connected with how he applies his time.

6) In fact, seldom has man believed the Lord for being persuaded. Therefore, we Christians should remember one thing ---- we have to attract men to receive Christ by the testimony of life, not words.

7) The wisest way of getting along with those who are outside is living out Christ before them and letting them always see God from us. 

Col. 4:6 “Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one.”

YLT: “your word always in grace -- with salt being seasoned -- to know how it behoveth you to answer each one.”

Meaning of Words: “grace”: graciousness, favor, gratitude, thanks; “season”: prepare, spice with stimulating condiments; 

Literal Meaning: “let your speech always be with grace”, it means that one’s speech is gentle, kind and sober, and not rude or abrupt so as not to cause the antipathy of others or embarrassment.

“Seasoned with salt”, salt can be used to season. On one hand, it indicates that we Christians shall have wise words, not give dull and tedious and rigid sermon. On the other hand, the words are meaningful, thus bringing about reconciliation to men in the world and leading them to turn to Christ gradually. 

“That you may know how you ought to answer each one”, if we have practice in words, we will know what kind of word is suitable to answer those who need the gospel (1Pet. 3:15).

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Christians should speak carefully so as not to humiliate the name of the Lord. 

2) If believers often receive “grace” from the Lord in their daily life, their words will be seasoned with “grace” unconsciously. Thus, they have spiritual power to speak to inspire others. 

3) If we lack grace in words, it must be caused by our lack of prayers (v.2). If we pray for everything, we must be grateful to God and show grace to others.

4) The words of believers should be as salt, coordinating the interpersonal relationship and making peace instead of disputes.  

5) The words of believers should be sapid, not tasteless. And seasoning is a kind of art, which should be acquired by heart. Man has to put in time and effort in order to let his word seasoned with salt.

6) Whether the words are appropriate has a lot to do with the result of the preachment of the gospel. The wise wins souls (Pro. 11:30). Christians should speak with influence and wisdom and know how to respond. 

7) We shall not always rebuke when we preach the gospel so as not to raise an antipathy among those who hear the gospel and make them close the door of their heart.

8) Many unbelievers do not come to seek the word for the purpose of the pursuit of the truth, but for the purpose of creating difficulties for believers or refuting them. Therefore, we have to prepare ourselves to answer carefully for the Lord. 

Col. 4:7 “Tychicus, a beloved brother, faithful minister, and fellow servant in the Lord, will tell you all the news about me.”

YLT: “All the things concerning me make known to you shall Tychicus -- the beloved brother, and faithful ministrant, and fellow-servant in the Lord --”

Meaning of Words: “Tychicus”: fortuitous, fortunate; “faithful”: trustworthy, sure, ture; “minister”: deacon, attendant; “servant”: slave, ministrant;

The Background: “Tychicus”, it was said that he was the messenger sent by Paul to send this epistle; he sent the epistle to the church in Ephesus (Eph. 6:21) for Paul.
Literal Meaning: “a beloved brother”, a member of the family of God;

“Faithful minister”, a member who shoulders some service in the church;

“And fellow servant in the Lord”, a member in the fellow-workers; 

This verse indicates that the workers have close relationship with the church. And the church at that time could not but care for the conditions of the Lord’s workers. Therefore, Paul not only wrote to the church in Colosse but also sent someone to tell them all things about him. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) It is the necessary condition for the Lord’s servants ---- love men and keep faithfulness to the Lord.

2) The fellow workers ought to love one another and cooperate with each other and be the Lord’s servants together. Today, the common phenomenon is: the fellow workers may attack against and intrigue against each other and not bear one another. 

Col. 4:8 “I am sending him to you for this very purpose, that he may know your circumstances and comfort your hearts,”

YLT: “whom I did send unto you for this very thing, that he might know the things concerning you, and might comfort your hearts,”

Meaning of Words: “send”: dispatch, transmit; “comfort”: encourage, exhort;

Literal Meaning: “I am sending him to you for this very purpose”, Paul was imprisoned at that time. And it was far away from Rome to Colosse. And the journey was rather uneasy then, so Paul said he sent him “for this very purpose”. 

“Comfort your hearts”, Paul feared the church in Colosse was discouraged by his imprisonment, so he specially sent Tychicus to comfort and encourage them. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Though Paul fell in difficulties himself, he still considered others. A true worker of the Lord cares for the children of God, not himself.

2) Paul’s circumstances can become the comfort of believers in the church in Colosse. Such “circumstances” must not refer to his external conditions, but his internal conditions and attitudes.

3) The normal circumstances of believers will comfort those who have heard it. Contrarily, the abnormal circumstances will make those who have heard sorrowful. 

4) We shall also learn from the examples of believers in Colosse who often care for the conditions of the Lord’s workers, for they are often concerned about us for the sake of the Lord. 

Col. 4:9 “with Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. They will make known to you all things which are happening here.”

YLT: “with Onesimus the faithful and beloved brother, who is of you; all things to you shall they make known that here.”

Meaning of Words: “Onesimus”: profitable; 

The Background: “Onesimus” was a slave, a bondservant in the house of Philemon who was a believer in the church in Colosse. He had ever escaped from his master secretly and met Paul in Rome and was saved because of the gospel Paul preached. Paul took this opportunity to send him back and asked Philemon to accept and forgive him (Philem. 8-19).

Literal Meaning: “with Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother”, it indicated that Onesimus was truly changed after he was saved and he loved Paul and did all things entrusted to him.

“Who is one of you”, here Paul emphasized that he was one of you and was the same with you. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) In the church, no matter one’s background in the past was, we are all beloved brothers in Christ without any distinction.

2) We shall see the present of a man, not his past. And we shall not judge or treat a man according to his failure in the past. 

Col. 4:10 “Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, with Mark the cousin of Barnabas (about whom you received instructions: if he comes to you, welcome him),”

YLT: “Salute you doth Aristarchus, my fellow-captive, and Marcus, the nephew of Barnabas, (concerning whom ye did receive commands -- if he may come unto you receive him,)”

Meaning of Words: “Aristarchus”: best ruling; “Barnabas”: son of comfort; “cousin”: sister’s son; “Mark”: who is courteous; “instructions”: commandments, orders; “receive”: accept, take; 

The Background: “Aristarchus”, a fellow worker of Paul, who often accompanied Paul in the journey to preach the word of God (see Acts 19:29; 20:4; 27:2).

  “The cousin of Barnabas”, the author of the Gospel of Mark, who was also called John. In the first missionary journey of Paul, he carried Mark with him. Possibly, Mark could not bear the hardships in the journey and draw back in the midway (Acts.13:5). Before starting out for the second missionary journey, there arouse a sharp contention between Paul and Barnabas, so that they separated from one another (Acts 15:36-40). More than a decade had passed when Paul wrote this epistle. We can infer from this epistle that Mark had been already forgiven and appreciated by Paul and became a good helper of Paul (2Tim. 4:11)

Literal Meaning: “about whom you received instructions”, Mark might be sent by Paul to visit and confirm the local churches in many places. Paul specially wrote an official letter to introduce Mark. 

“If he comes to you”, it suggests that he is just about to start or he is on the way. 

“Welcome him”, possibly, Paul is afraid that they do not trust in Mark because of his past. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Aristarchus might be disposed to “accompany” Paul in prison. Only the one who really loves and fears his brothers can devote himself for them and accompany them to suffer the tribulations together.

2) We can learn from the story between Paul and Mark and the transformation later (see “the background”) that:

a) The spiritual conditions of the fellow workers decide whether they can work together. If their conditions are worse, they must not work together.

b) Though we shall not agree with the present weakness of brothers, we shall still not judge immediately. Some day, his condition may be changed by the grace of the Lord. And we shall still work with him together without any grudge against him.

c) Mark, who was well-cared for and unable to bear much labor, was changed completely. The precondition of the Lord’s worker is ---- labor for the Lord (Acts 20:35).

d) Paul has a wide mind and lets the history of Mark go ---- he is the example of the Lord’s workers. It is not fearful of the contention or misunderstand or complains among the fellow workers, but is fearful that they are unable to bear and forgive one another and be reconciled again.

e) At this time, Paul’s attitude towards Mark is on one hand due to the change of Mark and on the other hand the softer spirit and wider mind of Paul to the fellow workers, proving that the measure of Christ in him indeed increases. If we are always strict with and unkind to our fellow workers, it shows that we have little growth in Christ. 

Col. 4:11 “and Jesus who is called Justus. These are my only fellow workers for the kingdom of God who are of the circumcision; they have proved to be a comfort to me.”

YLT: “and Jesus who is called Justus, who are of the circumcision: these only fellow-workers for the reign of God who did become a comfort to me.”

Meaning of Words: “Jesus”: savior; “Justus”: just; “comfort”: consolation; 

Literal Meaning: “Jesus”, at that time, there were also other men of the Jews who were called “Jesus” (Acts 13:6). Therefore, he was also called “Justus”. 

  “Who are of the circumcision”: the Jews;

  “These are my only fellow workers for the kingdom of God”, the kingdom of God includes the Jews and the Gentile believers. And Paul’s service is mainly towards the Gentiles (Acts 9:15; Gal. 2:9). Therefore, most of those who are with Paul and please to receive his dispatching are Gentile believers. Only the three Jewish believers ---- Aristarchus, Mark and Jesus ---- are disposed to work together with Paul among the Gentiles. 

Enlightenment in the Word: the Lord’s servants should surpass the idea of race and blood relationship. 

Col. 4:12 “Epaphras, who is one of you, a bondservant of Christ, greets you, always laboring fervently for you in prayers, that you may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.”

YLT: “Salute you doth Epaphras, who of you, a servant of Christ, always striving for you in the prayers, that ye may stand perfect and made full in all the will of God,”

Meaning of Words: “labor fervently”: struggle, strive; “complete”: accomplish, full; “perfect”: complete; “stand”: abide, establish; 

Literal Meaning: there are several features of Epaphras:

1) “Always”: continue to pray persistently;

2) “For you”: not for oneself, but for the church ---- bring men to God in prayers; 

3) “Laboring fervently”: spare no effort in a striving spirit;

4) “Prayers”: it is not aimless prayer, but prayer with a particular purpose;

5) Pray that the church shall be “complete” and stand firm; 

This verse suggests that he cares for the church in Colosse and fears that they are deceived by the heretical doctrines. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Prayers is the most fundamental and important element for a servant of the Lord.

2) The condition of the “spirit” of the one who prays can be felt and discerned by others.

3) The prayer of Epaphras is the same with the prayer of Paul for the church in Colosse (see Col. 1:9). Both of them are of the same mind and often pray together and thus they have touched the need of the church.

Col. 4:13 “For I bear him witness that he has a great zeal for you, and those who are in Laodicea, and those in Laodicea.”

YLT: “for I do testify to him, that he hath much zeal for you, and those in Laodicea, and those in Hierapolis.”

Meaning of Words: “Laodicea”: justice, judgment of the people; “Laodicea”: holy city; “great”: much, abundant; “zeal”: heat, fervent mind; “bear witness”: testify, be well reported of;

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Though prayer is a kind of enjoyment, it is also a kind of “zealous” service. Especially, when we pray for the church, we shall resist the evil power fervently.

2) Epaphras is the fellow worker in the church in Colosse, and he still cares for the condition of the local church nearby. The Lord’s workers should not care for only the works of the church they are in but ignore other local churches. 

Col. 4:14 “Luke the beloved physician and Demas greet you.”

YLT: “Salute you doth Lukas, the beloved physician, and Demas;”

Meaning of Words: “Luke”: illuminative, shining; “Demas”: that of the people; 

Literal Meaning: “Luke the beloved physician”, the writer of the Gospel of Luke and the Book of Acts; probably, Paul gained him during the second missionary journey of Paul (Acts 16:8-10, “they” has become “we”). From then on, Luke followed Paul all the way and accompanied him to Rome (Acts 28:14). 

  “Demas”, the fellow worker of Paul (Philem. 24), he loved the world and rejected Paul later (2Tim. 4:10). Paul here did not mention any word of praise concerning Demas. Possibly, he had already found the problem in the spirit of Demas. 

Col. 4:15 “Greet the brethren who are in Laodicea, and Nymphas and the church that is in his house.”

YLT: “salute ye those in Laodicea -- brethren, and Nymphas, and the assembly in his house;”

Meaning of Words: “Nymphas”: bridegroom; 

Literal Meaning: “the church that is in his house”, it was inferred that the church in Laodicea was in the house of Nymphas. 

  Apparently, this verse mentions three groups of men: 1) “the brethren in Laodicea”; 2) “Nymphas”; 3) “the church that is in his house”;

  However, actually, “Nymphas” is a member if the “the church in his house”, as well as one member of “the brethren in Laodicea”. And Paul particularly greets the individual brother Nymphas. 

  Moreover, “the brethren who are in Laodicea” emphasize individual believers; “the church that is in his house” emphasizes the corporate church. Therefore, both of them do not refer to two different groups of men. And therefore, in the next verse, Paul only mentions “the church”, not “brethren”, for the letter is read before the whole church. 

Enlightenment in the Word: blessed is the believer who opens his house for the gatherings of the church. 

Col. 4:16 “Now when this epistle is read among you, see that it is read also in the church of the Laodiceans, and that you likewise read the epistle from Laodicea.”

YLT: “and when the epistle may be read with you, cause that also in the assembly of the Laodiceans it may be read, and the from Laodicea that ye also may read;”

Meaning of Words: “epistle”: letter; 

The Background: in the early church time, the New Testament had not been composed yet. All the churches handed round the letters of the apostles and then copied them word for word and kept them for reading. That is the origin of the so-called “old scriptures”. Afterwards, the New Testament was compiled after the confirmation in “the Great Conference in Carthage” 397 AD, including 27 books altogether ---- the Book of Colossians was among the New Testament. 

Literal Meaning: “the epistle from Laodicea”: the Book of Ephesians written by Paul; according to the textual research of the Bible scholars, the Book of Ephesians was an official letter to the churches in Asia Minor. Therefore, in the best old scriptures, there was not the word “in Ephesus” in the first chapter, verse one. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The revelation and guidance of the Spirit given to one certain local church shall also be delivered to all the local churches (Rev. 2:7). Therefore, if any of all the churches has some message of the Lord, that church shall pass it to one another. If any of all the churches has the messenger (worker) of the Lord, that church shall still have fellowship with each other.

2) All the local churches are “one body” of Christ (1Cor. 10:17). Concerning the organization, the administration of each local church is separated without being attached to anyone or any group. Concerning the spiritual relationship, all the local churches have fellowship with one another. 

Col. 4:17 “And say to Archippus, "Take heed to the ministry which you have received in the Lord, that you may fulfill it."”

YLT: “and say to Archippus, `See to the ministration that thou didst receive in the Lord, that thou mayest fulfil it.'”

Meaning of Words: “Archippus”: horse-ruler; “take heed to”: behold, look; “ministry”: attendance, minister, service; 

Literal Meaning: “Archippus”, a believer in the church in Colosse, there was very likelihood that he was the son of Philemon (Philem. 2). Probably, when Epaphras remained in Rome, he entrusted the great responsibility of shepherding the church in Colosse to Archippus. Therefore, Paul exhorted him to take heed to his ministry, lest the heretical doctrines should deceive believers. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) We shall never ignore, but take heed to all the ministries entrusted by the Lord, no matter large or small, significant or insignificant. 

2) What the Lord asks for His servants is “faithfulness and prudence” (Matt. 24:45). “Take heed to” ---- it is the manifestation of prudence; “the ministry” ---- it is the manifestation of faithfulness; 

Col. 4:18 “This salutation by my own hand--Paul. Remember my chains. Grace be with you. Amen.”

YLT: “The salutation by the hand of me, Paul; remember my bonds; the grace with you. Amen.”

Literal Meaning: after Paul’s exhortation and greeting from verse seven to seventeen, he gave the salutation “by his own hand”, for the most of Paul’s epistles were dictated by him and written by others (Rom. 16:22). At the end of the epistle, Paul wrote his name as a sign (2Thess. 3:17) and presented the salutation. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

The Dual Aspects of the Life of Christians

A. To God ---- prayer (v.2-4);

B. To men in the world ---- testimony (v.5-6);

The Manifestations of Redeeming the Time 

A. Continue earnestly in prayer (v.2);

B. Be vigilant in it with thanksgiving(v.2);

C. Pray for others (v.3-4);

D. Proclaim Christ (v.3-4);

E. Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside (v.5-6);

The Relations of Paul with Tychicus (v.7)

A. A beloved brother ---- love one another;

B. A faithful minister ---- share joys and sorrows; 

C. A fellow servant ---- work together; 

Redeem the Time

A. The reason for redeeming the time ---- for the Lord is the master of all (v.1);

B. The manifestations for redeeming the time (v.2-6);

1. Continue earnestly in prayer;

2. Be vigilant in it with thanksgiving;

3. Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside; 

C. The examples for redeeming the time (v.7-15);

1. Tychicus ---- a faithful servant of the Lord;

2. Onesimus ---- his change after he was saved;

3. Aristarchus ---- be in prison for the Lord;

4. Mark ---- though he was failed, he has now turned back;

5. Jesus ---- a fellow worker of Paul, who is a comfort to Paul;

6. Epaphras ---- labor fervently for the church in prayers;

7. Luke ---- follow Paul and love him;

8. Nymphas ---- open his house to the church;

D. The exhortations for redeeming the time (v.16-18):

1. Read the epistles ---- receive the spiritual teaching;

2. Exhortations to Archippus ---- exhort others;

3. Remember the servant of God’s servants ---- care for the Lord’s workers;

General Outlines of the Epistle to the Colossians                             

The Experience of Believers in Christ

1. We died with Christ (Col. 2:20);

2. We were buried with Him in baptism (Col. 2:12);
3. We were raised with Christ (Col. 2:12; 3:1);
4. Our life is hidden with Christ in God (Col. 3:3);
5. We will appear with Him in glory (Col. 3:4);
The Comparisons between the Old and New Life of Believers

1. The Old Life:

1) Be in the power of darkness (Col. 1:13);

2) Lead a life of sins (Col. 1:14);

3) Be alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works (Col. 1:21);

4) Be dead in trespasses (Col. 2:13);

5) Manifest the old man (Col. 3:5-9);

2. The New Life:

1) Into the kingdom of the Son of His love (Col. 1:13);

2) Have redemption and the forgiveness of sins (Col. 1:14);

3) Reconciliation to God (Col. 1:20, 22);

4) Be raised together with Christ (Col. 2:13);

5) Manifest the new man (Col. 3:10-25);

The Reasons Why Christians Are Equal

1. All of them are saved by the grace of the Lord (Col. 1:6);

2. Their Head is Christ (Col. 1:18);

3. All of them are brothers in the Lord (Col. 1:2);

4. All of them have the life of the Lord (Col. 3:4);

5. All of them have put on the new man and Christ is everything of the new man (Col. 3:10-11);

The Surpassing Christ

1. Christ’s being (Col. 1:15-19);

2. Christ’s doing (Col. 1:13-14, 20-22);

3. Christ’s mystery (Col. 1:27; 2:2-3; 4:3-4);

4. Christ’s fullness (Col. 2:9-12, 19);

5. Christ’s concealment and revelation (Col. 3:3-4);

6. Christ’s universality (Col. 3:11);

7. Christ’s peace (Col. 3:15);

8. Christ’s words (Col. 3:16);

9. Christ’s name (Col. 3:17);

10. Christ’s authority (Col. 3:18-4:1);

Christ is All

1. Christ’s status (Col. 1:12-18);

2. Christ’s redemption (Col. 1:19-23);

3. What is lacking in the afflictions of Christ (Col. 1:24-29);

4. Christ’s fullness (Col. 2:1-3:11);

5. Christ’s peace (Col. 3:12-15);

6. Christ’s words (Col. 3:16);

7. Christ’s name (Col. 3:17-4:1);

8. Christ’s mystery (Col. 4:2-6);

In Christ

1. Be redeemed in Christ (Col. 1:12-29);

2. Be established in the faith in Christ (Col. 1:1-7);
3. Be sanctified in Christ (Col. 2:8-23);
4. The hope of being rewarded in Christ (Col. 3:1-4:1);
The Two-sided “Truth”s

1. Inner life (Col. Chap. 1-2) and daily life (Col. Chap. 3-4);

2. Truth (Col. Chap. 1-2) and way (Col. Chap. 3-4);

3. Faith (Col. Chap. 1-2) and works (Col. Chap. 3-4);

Christ and the Church

1. Christ Is the Head of the Body, Having the Preeminence in All Things (Col. 1:12-3:4):

1) Christ is the fullness of all things (Col. 1:12-29).

2) Christ is the mystery of God (Col. 2:1-5).

3) Christ is the fullness of the Godhead (Col. 2:6-10).

4) Christ is the substance that the Old Testament typifies (Col. 2:11-23).

5) Christ is the life of believers (Col. 3:1-4).

2. The Church Is the Body of Christ, Obeying Christ in Everything (Col. 3:5-4:1): 

1) The church has put on the new man, who is renewed to be like Christ (Col. 3:5-11).

2) It is love that binds one another in the church in one body (Col. 3:12-17).
3) All the members in the church deal with each other in the Lord and do everything to Christ (Col. 3:18-4:1).

The Church of Christ and Believers

1. Christ’s being and doing (Col. 1:12-29);

2. The crisis and responsibility of the church (Col. 2:1-23);

3. Believers’ inner life and daily life (Col. 3:1-4:6);

The Responsibilities that the Lord’s Workers Shall Take

1. They shall pray always for the church (Col. 1:3, 9);

2. They shall fulfill the word of God (Col. 1:25);

3. They shall warn every man and teach every man in all wisdom (Col. 1:28);

4. They shall labor and strive for the church (Col. 1:29-2:1);

5. They shall speak the mystery of Christ (Col. 4:3-4);

6. They shall fulfill the ministry they have received in the Lord (Col. 4:17);
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